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Message From The Grand Knight
As I’ve been traveling this country, from Florida to Boston to El Paso, one thing I’ve
noticed is the K of C sign on the way into town. It’s something that I now look for.
Though I have not attended any meetings of these out of state councils, it is starting
to sink in that the K of C is far reaching. How could Father McGivney, from a Connecticut church basement, foresee the growth and influence from those humble beginnings?
A few men started the Knights, not knowing what they were doing. These men followed the teachings of Father McGivney and learned that by working together, they
could do more and achieve some of his lofty ideals. The word spread and more men
joined the ranks of the Knights. They were able to help more widows and children.
And more men joined the K of C. New Councils were formed. Like a snow ball, the
Knights of Columbus grew.
Now if you would think about the Gospel readings over the last few weeks, you might
see the similarity with Jesus and his disciples. From their humble beginnings and few
in numbers, the Holy Catholic Church has grown to reach every part of this world. As
Jesus was ascending, He directed His Apostles to go and teach, spread the Word, &
teach the people.
Over the last two years, we have been striving to go and tell our community about
what we do. New members have joined our ranks. Thanks in no small part to Scott
Gideon and those members that he recruited. Asking someone to join can be scary.
Going out of your way to talk to a fellow Catholic might not be comfortable. But we
have seen in the recent months, a growth in our numbers. They have attended fund
raisers, dinners, & functions and saw that we are supportive of our area churches,
schools, and those that are in need of charity and help. They see the spirit in Father
Ragan Council, and a willingness to get involved.
We have members that go that extra step by volunteering. Our hours are up again.
Husbands and wives work together with a common goal. (What a novel thought) We
are the most active and largest council from Toledo to Cleveland. We are close to
reaching the Star Council category again. It’s all based on new members.
So, during the last month of my term as Grand Knight, we have the opportunity to
reach for the Star. We are so close to achieving our goal of 19 new members. Just a
few more new members, before June 30th , and we hit the goal. Spread the word. Ask
someone you know at church. New people are moving into our community’s everyday.
Father Ragan Council might be the way these people get to know what Avon and Avon
Lake are all about.
We can hold another 1st degree ceremony in June. We have the best Degree team in
the area, and maybe the State. That is something that we can all be proud of.
Father Ragan Council is on the move and it is growing. We need your help to continue
the growth.
Continued on next page…..
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As a Side Note
As you have seen, my son Rob made it through Marine boot camp. Currently he is stationed at a Naval Amphibious Base studying music the “military way”. When we talked
to him recently, he asked about the Council and what we are going. If you are interested in dropping him a note, his address is:
School of Music
Marine Detachment
PFC Schneider, III, Robert N.
1420 Gator Blvd
Norfolk, VA. 23521

Come join us for a formal Flag Retirement ceremony at 7:30 PM in the
Hall’s Pavilion on Flag Day June 14th 2007. The Color Guard from the
Lt. McManus Assembly, Fourth Degree, will conduct
the formal retirement ceremony as prescribed by
the Flag Code of the United States. It is truly a solemn and impressive ceremony, one which you will
never forget.
Bring your family & friends and of course any old

Please
Support Our
Advertisers
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Area Students Get Scholarships as
Brother Knights enjoy breakfast
Seven area students received scholarship grants at the annual Awards
Breakfast held May 20th at Fr. Ragan Hall. The breakfast did double duty
as our Quarterly Communion was also held at St Mary’s 8:00 AM Mass the
same day. The mass was celebrated by our Chaplain Fr. Leo who was able to
join us briefly for breakfast before heading to his next Mass. The breakfast included eggs, French toast, various Danish choices and featuring DGK
John Hricovec’s home made sausage. Of course tea, coffee, juice etc were
also available. It was one of the best breakfasts every held.
Mass was enhanced by the Fourth Degree Color Guard of Lt. McManus Assembly, who also joined in for the festivities at our hall.
Six of the seven candidates and their families were able to be in attendance
and received checks from the Father Ragan Charitable Foundation and our
Isabellas to help defray the cost of continuing education at a Catholic High
School, Trade School, or College.
 The honorees are as follows:
 Jessica Brown—Case Western Reserve
 Lauren Novotny-University of Dayton
 Allison Potteiger-Ohio University
 Molly Pesarchick-Miami University
 Patrick O’Connor-Ohio University
 Kathlyn Rakvic-Magnificat HS
 Jennifer Misencik-Magnificat HS
This event and the scholarship distribution is made possible by our dedicated, hard working bingo staff. Week after week on Wednesdays and Fridays nights you will find these individuals, selling instant tickets, calling
numbers, making popcorn and all the other jobs that must be done. They
could sure use some help on either night even if its only once a month.

In a separate presentation, the Father Dickard Award winner for
this year as chosen by the Staff at St Joseph School, was Patrick
McGervey. A check for $100.00 in honor of the former Pastor at St Joseph and
Past Chaplain of our Council Father Edward Dickard.

Don’t Forget Foundation Elections June 28, 2007
All Council members are eligible for office & to vote. We’re always looking
for a few good men to help out at functions and to step into management.
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Some of the Scholarship Winners and Representatives from the
Isabella’s Bobbie Bruder and Foundation Representative Mike Cobos

DGK John Hricovec has his own way of
keeping busy at the Awards Breakfast.
He claims it was his son Jack’s but Big John
looked like the true owner.
Guests enjoy
Scholarship
Breakfast
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State Convention News
The Knights of Columbus State Convention was held in Cleveland this year on
May 25th, 26th , & 27th. GK Bob Schneider and PGK were our Councils representatives. PGK was also in attendance and was on the convention planning
committee and was in charge of the program book and other written advertising.
As reported by GK Bob, “The State Convention went well. We did receive some
awards. Some really BIG awards. Lots of work went into the record keeping for
these and the reporting.
Excellence in Reports

HOME RUN AWARD for batting .750 (1000 was tops) Thanks to DGK John
Hricovec on his outstanding work on getting our reports completed and submitted.
REPORT #62

for signing up 5 new members during Holiday Blitz Thanks to
Scott Gedeon and all those who assisted in recruiting these new members.

PENNY’S FOR HEAVEN.

We were in the top 10 for the State. Cleveland did
$6000! North Olmsted $3000 The state did over $75,000.
A NEW RECORD for total amount collected. Last year’s total was
$35000. Thanks to the Council, especially those who contribute regularly to
“Pennies” at our meetings. Maybe next year we can make it “Dollars for Heaven.

BEST COMMUNITY ACTIVITY IN DIVISION 5

Smiles for Sophie - Thanks

to all that assisted in this Great Fund Raiser

BEST COMMUNITY ACTIVITY IN STATE
SUPREME COMMUNITY AWARD

Smiles for Sophie

Smiles for Sophie

RELIGIOUS OF THE YEAR IN DIVISION 5

Sister Ann McNulty

Thanks to PGK Harding Christ for a well written report

RELIGIOUS OF THE YEAR IN STATE

Sister Ann McNulty

Sister Ann attended the conference dinner. My wife, mother and I had the privilege of driving Sister to the Dinner.
Sister Ann wants to address our Council at a Social meeting this Fall as a guest
speaker. She was impressed with the State Conference.
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Amherst also from Division 5 was the top Council in the State. This is based on
filing of timely and complete reports and meeting their quota of new members.
The State Council is starting a JUNE push for members. They are close to
60,000 members for the State. They are 222 short and have planned a program starting June 1st. Ending June 30th. For All Councils that sign up 5 new
members, have the opportunity to win $25, $50 or $1000. Plus the sponsor will
have an opportunity to win a FREE trip to the Supreme Conference in Nashville
in August. This will not help us with the State stuff, but will help us with Supreme, PLUS we get a chance to win $1000.
We have some potential new members. I have one. Scott has a few. (Joe
Miller of Amherst has 2.) So the degree will have some numbers.
There is a question of just holding a 1st Degree and/or a Second Degree in
JUNE. As long as we get the Form 100’s into Supreme prior to the end of June
(which means FEX EX and a Phone call into Supreme Membership) and Supreme lists these new members on our 7/1 report, we qualify. Currently we are
15 new members out of a quota of 19!!!!!! This is the closest to making quota in
7 years.
We may have to hold the degrees on a Sunday. The earlier in June the better
in order to make sure the forms are received by Supreme on time.
By asking a few fellow Catholics to join our ranks, we can make it. I am asking
each of you to help me in this.
I would like to make sure our wonderful degree team will be in town. If not, we
may need to go to another Council. But I am willing to make this final
push. Please let me know your thoughts.
BOB COLLINS IS THE NEW STATE WARDEN. It was a close vote between
him and Gabe Minton.
As you probably can tell, the Conference made an impact on me, which is a
good thing. Everyone should have 1 opportunity to attend. This conference
was well run.
I hope you had a Happy Memorial Day Holiday. Thank a Vet for your freedom.
Vivat Jesus
GK Bob
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As reported previously, the State Council is making an effort to sign
up the 60,000th Knight in Ohio before the end of June. They (we)
need 222 men to accomplish this. Now is the time to do it. Just ask
the Catholic Men in your social circles to join. It doesn’t hurt and I
guarantee that they wont do anything drastic. You might just assist
someone who was considering joining but was waiting for a personal
invitation. Below is an informative letter on recruitment from Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson. This letter, and the resources referred to in it, can be found on Supreme’ s website
http://www.kofc.org/
Time and again, I have stressed that we have nothing less than a moral obligation
to offer membership in the Knights of Columbus to every eligible Catholic
man. To accomplish this, I am asking dedicated brother Knights like you to be
ambassadors, to reach out to Catholic men and their families and invite them to
become part of our Order.
The Servant of God Father Michael J. McGivney founded our Order more than 120
years ago, and yet we have only just begun to realize our true potential. New
members are essential to our success; the Order’s tomorrow depends on our recruitment today!
We must be creative in our recruitment efforts, and I am pleased to promote an
exciting web site feature that we hope will facilitate membership recruitment. Please visit the “Why Join?” feature and see how it can help in your recruitment efforts. This multimedia presentation offers powerful testimonials from
Knights like you about their experiences in the Order.
Please encourage prospective members and their families to visit the “Why Join?”
feature at their convenience and in the comfort of their own homes. In so doing,
they can see why being a Knight of Columbus truly is an experience of a lifetime.
Thank you in advance for your efforts to bring new members into our
ranks. Working together, I am confident that the Knights of Columbus will continue to thrive as the preeminent lay Catholic organization in the world
Continued on next page….
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Duties of a Proposer
Proposing a new member is a commendable achievement and one to be proud of.
However, as a proposer, turning over a completed Membership Document (#100)
is not the end of the job. You must also take the responsibility to see that your
recruit becomes fully accepted by his fellow council members and stays involved
in council activities. There are several steps you can take to ensure this.

 Explain to him that the council's Admission Committee will examine his qualifications for membership and accompany him to the Admission Committee meeting. Introduce him to the members present.

 After he has been accepted, escort him to his First Degree and remain with
him throughout the event. Following the exemplification, introduce him to his fellow council members.

 Take the newly initiated member and his family "under your wing". See that he
learns council procedures, such as meeting times, committee assignments, etc.
Introduce him and his family at council events. Encourage him to involve his family in council-sponsored activities.

 Accompany your recruit to his Second Degree and Third Degree exemplifications and stay with him throughout the day.
Contact him before each council meeting and bring him to the meeting if necessary. If the new member becomes inactivate for some reason, try to find out why.
Call and ask to visit with him. Explain your concern about his absence and offer
support or assistance.
Encourage him to earn "Shining Armor" status within the council.
If the Knight becomes inactive, his proposer should work with the retention committee to find out the reasons for his lapsed interest and try to converse his membership.



With a little personal effort you can help guarantee that your recruit becomes an
active member of the Knights of Columbus.
Knights
Once a candidate completes the First Degree ceremony on the lesson of charity, he is considered a Knight of
Columbus and can participate in all council activities. First Degree members are encouraged to attain the
Second and Third Degrees, which teach the lessons of unity and fraternity. Upon taking the Third Degree, a
member receives full honors of Knighthood and is "Knighted.
Privileges of Third Degree membership include the ability to serve as a local council officer, and admission
to state and Supreme Council business meetings. First and Second Degree members can attend the state and
Supreme Council meetings, but they are not allowed in the business sessions.
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Don’t Like Council Activities?
Don’t Want to Attend Meetings?
Council has Done Nothing for Me.
If any of these comments reflect your thinking, if you’ve never been satisfied nor felt welcome at a meeting, if there is anything we can do that
will appeal to you, now is the time to express it. Elections for officers,
the folks who provide direction for the council, will be held at the social
meeting on June 21st. We want members to feel welcome and provide
activities that will appeal to them but we need your help. Come to the
June 21st meeting and vote for the candidates of your choice and express your feelings. We can’t fix it if we don’t know it’s broken

Slate of Officers

Official
Ballot

GK

Office of Grand Knight

????????

DGK

Scott Gedeon

Treasurer

Mike Moore

Worthy, Talented, Hard Working Guy Recorder

Rich Bencal

Advocate

Mike O’Connor

Chancellor

Mark Potteiger

Friendly Dedicated Guy

Warden

Bob Uszak

Lazy Ignorant Guy

Inside Guard

Rob Garrett

Weak Ineffective Leader Guy

Office of Deputy Grand Knight

Outside Guard Paul Green

Office of Treasurer

Trustee 3 Yr

Bob Schneider

Highly Efficient Honest Guy

Trustee 2 Yr

Ken O’Connor

Can’t Count to Ten Guy

Trustee 1 Yr

Vic Sedivec

Office of Recorder
Accurate, Attentive, Writer Guy

Additional Candidates May Be
Nominated From The Floor The
Night Of Elections June 21st

Sloppy, Hard of Hearing,
Writes with Crayons Guy

Create the kind of climate in your organization where
personal growth is expected, recognized and rewarded.
Author Unknown
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Join in the Fun-July 14th
The Father Ragan Charitable
Foundation has rented out the facility on July 14th for an Adult Volleyball Tournament. As an additional fund raiser Fr Ragan will be
running a concession stand.
This presents an opportunity to
raise funds for all those little
charitable projects that are important to all members.
If you have ever worked the trailer at Avon Lake Homecoming or the Duck Tape Festival you know that it’s a lot of fun
and a great opportunity for fellowship and to get caught up
on the local gossip. Vic Sedivec is the man to see.

The Council is in desperate need of a
chairman or a group of individuals
that will share the duties of organizing this years council
picnic. We’ve set aside August 26th as
a tentative date but this could be adjusted to accommodate the organizers
and workers. If interested contact GK Bob Schneider
or PGK Joe Greiner.

We don't know a millionth of one percent
about anything.
Thomas A. Edison US inventor (1847 - 1931)
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Need a place for a party?
Rent Fr. Ragan Hall
As a member of Father Ragan Council you are entitled to special rates when renting
the large hall, small hall, or both.
Our building is a
totally smoke free
environment with
air conditioning.
The large hall is
perfect for that
graduation party,
bowling, banquet,
or civic event you
have coming up. It

seats 250 to 300 people, depending on seating
arrangements, tables, or the need for a dance
floor.
The bar is included in the rental of the large hall
and the kitchen is available for your caterer to
use for setting up and dispensing food. We offer
a 25%
discount on the rental of the large hall when
booked by a member of Father Ragan Council. The small hall is available for up to 80
people. The ideal spot for a wedding or baby
shower, business meeting, or training seminars. The members rate for the small hall is
$75.00 for 5 hours.
Interested? Call Hall Manager Vic Sedivec at
440-748-9400 or 440-366-2442 for more
information or to book the hall (s).
Check out our website (http://www.halls4u.com/calgold/) & scheduling calendar to see
current bookings.
Note: the small hall and large hall can be rented independently of each other or together depending on your needs. Tell your friends about our hall too. They’ll thank you
for doing it.
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KofC Insurance News
For the past several years, your Knights of Columbus insurance program
has been certified by IMSA – the Insurance Marketplace Standards
Association. What does this mean to you?
Simply – it means that your trust in the Order is well-placed. IMSA
promotes high ethical standards in the marketing, sale and service of
individually owned life insurance, long-term care insurance and annuity
products. The IMSA logo, which we use in our advertising and promotional materials, demonstrates our commitment to ethical market conduct.
To qualify for IMSA, we vow to:
conduct business according to high standards of honesty and
fairness
provide competent and consumer-focused sales and service
engage in active and fair competition
provide advertising and sales materials that are clear as to purpose, and honest and fair as to content
provide for fair and prompt handling of customer complaints and
disputes
maintain a system of supervision and review designed to achieve
compliance with IMSA’s Principles of Ethical Market Conduct.
Our IMSA membership is further evidence of our dedication to high
marketplace standards. When you choose to do business with the
Knights of Columbus, you are selecting a company that holds itself to
the highest of standards.
Mike Radca- Member of Fr Ragan 440-926-3806 Insurance Representative

To err is human,
To forgive is fine,
To forget you forgave is really divine——
……....Unknown
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Br.
Br.
Rev. Fr.
Br.
Br.
Br.
Br.
Br.
Br.
Br.
PGK
Br.
Br.
Br.
Br.
Br.
Br.
Br.
Br.
Br.
Br.
Br.
Br.
Br.
Br.
FDD
Br.
Br.

James
Michael
Timothy
William
Mark
Bernard
Gregory
Stanley
Kristopher
Brian
Joseph
Kevin
Larry
Michael
Breen
Robert
Gary
Al
Robert
John
Paul
Paul
Jeffrey
Dennis
Jeffrey
James
Paul
Kevin

P.
L.
J
M.
J.
J.
F.
T.
L.
D.
A.
J.
A.
M.
P.
G.
E.
J.
F.
G.
W.
E.
W.
L.
J.
A.
L.
W.

Motylewski Jr.
Gilles
O'Connor
Hricovec
Jr.
Kepic
Bruder
Jr.
Sfiligoj
Godlewski
Krulik
Bucknell
Misencik
Nowak
Guthrie
Rumancik
Coughlin
Uszak
Chopcinski
Feronti
Katricak
Schrift
Jr.
Green
Keys
Kepic
Stephenson
Attridge
Jacobs
Macura
Gillespie

Br.

Ronald

G. Novotny

6/1
6/3
6/3
6/4
6/4
6/5
6/7
6/8
6/8
6/10
6/10
6/11
6/13
6/14
6/15
6/15
6/16
6/18
6/18
6/18
6/21
6/21
6/22
6/24
6/25
6/26
6/27
6/29
6/30

Council Elections June 21st
Don’t Forget to Vote
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Br.
PGK
Br.
Br.
Br.
FS
PGK
Br.
Br.
Br.
Br.

Ronald &
Bernard &
Stephen &
David
&
Stanley &
Robert &
Richard &
Richard &
Robert &
Frank &
Donald &

Jean
Barbara
Rose Mary
Donna
Sharon
Joan
Renee
Mary
Dolores
Geraldine
Mary

Novotny
6/2
Bruder
6/3
Tatalick
6/7
Crawford
6/7
Artar
Jr. 6/14
Booth
6/17
Stuart
6/19
Novotny
6/24
Schlachter
6/24
Savel
Jr. 6/25
Darkow
6/28

Lt. Francis J. Mc Manus Assembly
Fourth Degree Turnouts and
Notes
June 10th St Stan's Lorain 10:00 Am
Confirmation Bishop Quinn

June 10th St Theresa Sheffield Village 11:00 AM
Fr Franko Anniversary

June 14th Fr Ragan Pavilion Avon 7:30 PM Flag Retirement
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Our May meeting began with mass said by Father Becherer. Lilacs
and azaleas surrounded Mary for her May Crowning. Our hostesses
provided us with some springtime snacks to share before we began
our meeting.
A slate of officers was presented to the members. There were no
nominations from the floor and the officers for next season was accepted as presented. In June we will install Marilyn Misencik and
Bobbie Bruder as co-presidents, Helen Lowe as Vice-president,
Sandy Moore as Secretary, and Pat Christ as Treasurer. Join us for
the Installation and strawberry desserts at 7pm on June 12. This
will be the last meeting until September
.After the installation of officers, we are planning to play the dice
game. Bring a gift of Great or No value. Wrap it nicely or disguise it in an
old food box. Someone will choose your donation. Will it be a deal or a
dud??

Pack your bags and jump on the bus! We’re going to the Knights of
Columbus Headquarters in New Haven plus Mystic, Foxwoods Casino,
Newport, and West Point. The dates are October 12-18.
And don’t forget to get your group together for the 2nd annual Isabella Tea Party. That will be on Tuesday, October 23rd.

Lois Du Perow
Celeste Cobos

June 6th
June 29th
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Isabella May Crowning with
Father Becherer,
Grace Reick,
Eddie Guthrie, &
Helen Lowe

Marian Ertler had the honor of
crowning Our Lady
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Elyria, Ohio
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Father Ragan
Charitable Foundation Inc

Friday Night Bingo

K of C Hall 1783 Moore Rd., Avon OH

Early Birds start 7 P.M.

Bonanza $1,000 Coverall Instants
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