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Christmas Blessings 
Wishing you 

the Gladness of Christmas, 
which is Hope, 

the Spirit of Christmas, 
which is Peace, 

the Essence of Christmas, 
which is Love. 

 Light up for Christ 
December 4th 7:30 PM 

 Please Join Us in This  
 World Wide Event 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   In the event of inclement weather  
we will move into the hall. 

Down With Global  Warming 
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In my ongoing efforts to give the ever expanding group of Knights calling for my 
ouster as Editor of this publication, more ammunition. I failed to print part of an 
article last month.  

PDD, PGK Mike Abfall wrote an all encompassing letter of thanks to everyone who 
helped at our council clambake this past October. In my infinite wisdom using the 
finely honed skills that I have developed over the years, failed to print it in its 
entirety. The full version is below. My apologies to PDD, PGK Abfall and all those 
who worked so hard to make our clambake another fantastic success. MM 

 On Sunday, October 7th, Fr. Ragan council held their annual Clambake/
Steak Fry. It was a warm and sunny day. The council served 183 Bakes’, 
59 Steaks, 13 Kids meals and 75 extra dozen clams. An activity like this 
would not be possible with out the hard work and dedication of many work-
ers. First and foremost a big thanks to Brother Bill Hricovec and Tom’s 
Country Place for allowing us to use the equipment and ordering the sup-
plies that were needed to make the clambake successful. Thanks to the 
following people who helped out. 
Saturday Night: GK Bob Schneider, PGK Joe Greiner, Robert Abfall, 
Ralph Wearch, and Chris Abfall. 
Sunday: Father Leo DeChant, GK Bob Schneider, PGK Ken O’Conner, 
PGK Tom Czarney, PGK Joe Greiner, PGK Ray DeChant, PGK Bill May-
ton, CY and Mary Bliss, Dan and Karen Abfall, Matthew and Carol Abfall, 
William Abfall, Kenny Abfall, Chris Abfall, Robert Abfall, Ryan Tolbert, 
Caroline Horner, Ted Kocab, Bob Booth, Phyllis Perz, Ruth Uszak, and 
Laura and Sean Dancik. If I missed anybody, I did not do it on purpose. 
Put on your schedule for 2008, Clambake will be on Sunday, October 5, 
2008 
The holidays are always hectic so 
we wanted to give you a quick heads 

up on upcoming events. December 2nd—Fr Ragan’s annual 
Senior’s Dinner. This event always packs the house and provides a lot of senior citizens 
with a great dinner and an old fashion neighborly get together. Lots of help is needed 
so join us on December 2nd and help provide special thanks to our older friends.  For 
those of you thinking I can’t do anything, trust me we’ll find a spot for you. Workers 

come about 12:30 Pm The meal starts at 1:00 PM 

December 4th-Fr Ragan’s Light up for Christ will be held at 7:30 PM at the hall. If the 
weather continues as it is at this writing, the ceremony will be outside (wearing T-
Shirts and shorts). If the weather turns nasty we will move the festivities indoors. 
Since we’re being so nice and flexible in our planning, there is no excuse to not join us. 
Light refreshments will follow the brief ceremony.       Cont 
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Yes that’s right, fail to take heed of the following 
notice and you will be subject to  

Death by Zooma-Zooma 
The president of the Fr Ragan Charitable Foundation, Vic Sedi-
vec, announced the purchase of a new dish washer for the 
kitchen. The new system works differently from the old and no 
one is to use the dishwasher without having received prior per-
mission to do so. 
Prior to authorizing the use of the new dishwasher, a training 
session with PGK Jim Bruder will be arranged as the posted writ-
ten instructions are not very clear.  

upcoming events 

December 7th & 8th-The Annual Knights of Columbus Wrestling Tournament will be 
held at Avon Lake High School. This is a great community event that demonstrates to, 
not only the local folks, but folks supporting teams from all over the state, how dedi-
cated the Knights are to community and youth events. Help would be greatly appreci-
ated both Friday night and Saturday. Contact Bob Cobos for more information at 933-
5567.  

December 16th-This is the tentative date for the Fr Ragan Children’s Christmas Party 
for Children & Grand Children of Fr. Ragan Members 10 & under. Call Mike Cobos for 
details 930-2900. Reservations are a Must. Fill out the form on apge 15  and send to 
Mike Cobos 33376 Charleston Ave Avon Lake, OH 44012-1291 
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If you enjoy the accommodations of our hall and the ability to meet 
when and where we want, you might want to think SERIOUSLY about 
helping out one Friday a month at Bingo. There are jobs that require 
sitting, jobs that require thinking, and jobs that involve strolling 
about the hall. Help is needed in all areas and does not require a PhD 
in anything. The are plans for a newly paved parking lot so you can 
walk without stepping into a hole, pouring a new slab floor for the 
pavilion to replace the cracked and heaved floor we have now, and 
adding sidewalks from the parking lot to the pavilion to provide easy 
access regardless of weather. No one wants to see our facility dete-
riorate. Come out and help.  
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The Joy of Children 
If you’re like me, you derive great joy from your children.  It’s a great feel-
ing when a teacher, coach or fellow parent compliments you on your child. 

 

We all know that raising children these days is no easy task, especially when 
the values we’re trying to instill in them – concern for others, accepting re-
sponsibility for their actions, saving money rather than spending it – seem to 
run counter to what society is trying to teach them.  Yet these are exactly 
the values that tend to draw compliments from teachers, coaches and fellow 
parents. 

 

We also know that the best way to teach is by example.  If you carry enough 
life insurance to protect your family, and if you share - with those of your 
children old enough to understand - why that’s important, you’re exhibiting 
and imparting many of the values you hope your children will absorb. 

 

You’ll show them by example that you love them and are concerned about 
their welfare.  You’ll show them that you take your responsibility to provide 
for your family seriously, and that you want to make sure they’re provided 
for even if you’re not around.  And you’ll show them that investing money in 
your life insurance protection is more important than the new set of golf 
clubs you might want, the newest and best home theater system you’ve had 
your eye on, or whatever else you might be sacrificing to pay the premiums. 

 

Sure, they’ll probably roll their eyes at you as you’re explaining this, and 
they’ll certainly moan and groan if they can’t get the newest CD, video game 
or piece of clothing.  But they learn from what you do – just like they learn 
from what you don’t do.  What lessons do you want to teach them? 
 

I want to meet with you to review your existing coverage.  Based upon that 
review, and on the comprehensive needs analysis that I’ll perform, free of 
charge, we’ll be able to put a plan in place that will meet your needs, goals and 
budget. 

Mike Radca  - Member of Fr Ragan Council 440-926-3806 
Local Insurance Representative  
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Retreat Report... 
November 3rd 2007 saw the first Council Retreat at Fr. Ragan Council in many 
many years. Under the direction of Fr. Leo DeChant a group of men including  
guests engaged in dialogue on a series of relevant topics and learned many new 
things about our faith and each other. The theme of “Following in Their Foot-
steps” was the string that pulled the various topics together. The event  
closed , as the ladies of the Council joined their men in the celebration of 
Mass with our celebrant Fr Leo and musical accompaniment provided by GK 
Bob Schneider. 

This day of instruction, discussion and reflection was sandwiched between two 
opportunities for the Brother Knights to do what they do best.  

Eat!! 

The party trays before the retreat were great but had trouble competing 
with the Chicken & Rib Dinner that was available for a nominal cost after-
wards. Taking advantage of the Junior Football League Banquet in the main 
hall that was being catered by the folks from Bubba’s BBQ, participants in the 
retreat and their wives finagled their way into a great dinner.  

If you have never been on a re-
treat, or have not participated in 
one since Moses was a baby, keep 
an eye out for announcements 
next year when we hope to have 
the 2nd “Annual” Fr Ragan Re-
treat. 

 Fr Leo teaching and facili-
tating discussion among 

groups >>> 

 
 

Brother Knights and 
their wives get ready 
to dig in. 

That wine bottle was full a 
minute ago 

<<<<< 
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Br. Thad M. Linden  1-Dec   Br. David J. Moore  18-Dec 
Br. Neil K. Sullivan  1-Dec   Br. Mark F. Potteiger  18-Dec 

PGK Albert F. Boutin  2-Dec   Br. Brian H. Jones  19-Dec 
Br. Jacob K. Lundy  3-Dec   Dr. Robert J. Stalla  19-Dec 
Br. Patrick J. Sweeney  4-Dec   Br. Thomas F. Kruman  21-Dec 

FDD PGK Vincent A. Gargaro  5-Dec   Br. Robert W. Curry  23-Dec 
Br. Mark F. Saint Cyr  5-Dec   Br. Donald L. Mayle  24-Dec 
Br. Frank P. Savel Jr. 6-Dec   PGK Russell L. Wearsch  24-Dec 
Br. Stephen I. Franczak  13-Dec   Br. Robert S. Smith  26-Dec 
Br. Arthur V. Keller  13-Dec   Br. G. Lee  Diedrick  28-Dec 
Br. Joseph R. Novotny  13-Dec   Br. Michael J. Grace  28-Dec 
Br. Kevin E. Joyce  14-Dec   Br. Richard J. Urig  28-Dec 
Br. Chester S. Bialorucki  15-Dec   Br. Robert L. Urig  28-Dec 
Br. Stephen J. Kaltner  17-Dec   Br. Fredrick G. Metz  30-Dec 
Br. Eric M. Saint Cyr  17-Dec   Br. Mark  Pesarchick  31-Dec 
Br. Noel S. Ilg  18-Dec         

PGK Perman & Suzanne Arwood  1-Dec 

Br. Charles & Edvige Guthrie  3-Dec 

Br. Michael & Nana Di Massa  12-Dec 

Br. Eugene & Andrea Bartolotta Jr. 17-Dec 

Br. Francis & Eda Manacci  21-Dec 

Br. Willie & Shirley Doss  27-Dec 

FDD PGK Vincent & Linda Gargaro  27-Dec 

Br. Larry & Jeanette Guthrie  30-Dec 

Br. Rudolph & Lucille Halek  31-Dec 

65th Anniversary 
Gus & Eddie Guthrie December 3rd 

As Paul Harvey says,        
65 years, On their way                        
to  forever together ! 
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Lt. Francis J. Mc Manus Assembly 

Fourth Degree Turnouts and Notes 
 Tuesday December 4th Light up For Christ 

 Fr. Ragan Council 7:30 PM 
 Saturday December 8th 6:00 PM Wrestling  Tourna-

ment Avon Lake High School 

 CONFIRM WITH COMMANDER PRIOR 
 Wednesday December 12th Chapel of Sacred 
 Heart Lorain OH 6:00 PM Our Lady of Guadalupe 
 Celebration  
 Tuesday December 18th Assembly Christmas  Party 

Tom’s Country Place 
Tickets are available for the Christmas Party at $20 per per-
son. Guests are welcome. Your ticket includes appetizers, full 
meal, dessert, an open bar and this year a very special 
“surprise entertainment is scheduled.  

Doors open for appetizers at 6:00 PM with dinner at 7:00 PM 
Call SK Mike Moore (933-9957) or FN Tom Michelich (871-5118) 
to reserve your seat.  

If you would like to come but need a ride call FN Tom Miche-

Who’s Birthday is it? 
We all celebrate Jesus’ Birthday on December 25th. The following folks 

also were born on Christmas Day: 
Sir Isaac Newton-1642 (Mathematician-Hit in head by an apple early in life)  
Clara Barton-1821 (Founded American Red Cross) 
Conrad Hilton-1887 (The Hotel Guy) 
Humphrey Bogart-1899 (“Play it again Sam”-Casablanca) 
Anwar el-Sadat 1918 (Egyptian President-Nobel Peace Prize winner 1978) 
Rod Serling-1924 (Twilight Zone-His best show ever “Hell Toupee”) 
Little Richard (Penniman)-1932) (Good Golly Miss Molly, Tutti-Fruti, Lucille) 
Jimmy Buffet-1946 (Margaritaville, Main Parrot Head) 
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THANK YOU  THANK YOU THANK YOU  Those were the words from 
Mary Jane Morog and Elaine Cook, the co-chairs of the Tea Party Com-
mittee!  The many favorable remarks would not have been given without 
the help of the MANY volunteers who worked again this year.  There are 
just too many to individually name, but you know who you are—the 
kitchen help, bakers, tea cup washers, and the Fourth Degree Knights 
who added so much class to the event.  On the Monday before the Tea, 
there were 17 volunteers who helped set up –a record number which 
made the chores go so much faster!  There is a special thanks to some 
who went way beyond what was expected.  Pam Christopher grew the 
thyme and bottled all the vinegar for the favors.  Eddie Guthrie deco-
rated all the little sugar cubes that sweetened the tea.  Phyllis Perz and 
Ruth Uszak scoured the earth to provide those many raffle prizes.  Pat 
Christ handled all the tickets, money and seating.  Because of your ef-
forts the Isabellas raised $2000 to use for our charities and scholarships. 
 
And now our thoughts turn to Christmas and the celebration of the sea-
son.  Start the season by joining the Knights on December 4th for Light 
Up for Christ.  We would love to have you and your families join us for 
the Christmas dinner and party on Saturday, December 15th.  It will be a 
wonderful way to spread the joy of the season.  Check the flyer in the 
Ragan Report for details and how to make your reservations. 
 
REMINDERS :  The Christmas Party takes the place of the December 
meeting and there will be no meeting in January.  The next meeting will 
be Tuesday, February 12th.  Come and be our Valentines! 

Hurry and get your Entertainment Books before they are gone.  Call 
Simi DiLuciano (934-5766) or Betty Rieck (934-0346) to get one for you 
or more for great gifts! 
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Year to Date Total—$333.02 

Mary Bliss            12/1 
Mary Jane Morog  12/4 
Chris Schneider     12/6 
Grace Rieck               12/18 

Pam Christopher   12/20 
Phyllis Perz         12/20 
Helen Kimmel      12/22 
Simi DiLuciano     12/24 

                                    Father Ragan Council 
                                 Children’s Christmas Party 
            Sunday, December 16, 2007  - K of C Hall -  1 PM 
Brother 
Knight:_____________________________________________ 
Phone 
Number:_____________________________________________ 
Name of 
Child________________________________________________ 
 
Sex ______________Age_________________ 
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