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Grand Knights Message 

It was with sadness that I attended Gus Guthrie’s Memorial Mass.  It was a wonderful cele-
bration of Gus’ s life and attended by people from the community that were touched by Gus.  I 
also learned about the passing of Brother Tom Rieck.  God Speed to both of these Broth-
ers.   Both will be missed by their fellow Brother Knights. During the last month we held two 
degrees and I am proud to say we have 7 new members.  Three of these Brother Knights made 
their third degree in February.  We have a scheduled 1st and 2nd degree for Thursday March 
27th, starting at 7PM.  With the momentum of gaining new members, spearheaded by our Dep-
uty Grand Knight, Scott Gedeon, we are on track to make our quota of 19 new members.  We 
need to reach our quota prior to the State Conference in May.  If all of our members just ask 
1 fellow catholic to join,  I do believe that we can make it.   The Ohio State Charities tickets 
are now available.  We will not be mailing them out as we have done in past years.  Please see 
Mike Abfall or myself for tickets.  We have a quota of 536 tickets sold by 4/15/08.  When we 
make this quota, the council will receive a nice profit from each ticket sold.  The final turn is 
in early May.  The drawing will be at the State Conference on May 23rd.  By buying and selling 
tickets, this is one of the easiest way that our Council can build up our treasury. Brother John 
Hricovec will be cooking a chicken dinner this month.  See the details in this report.  Now if 
you have never tasted John’s cooking, this would be the time.  It’s downright finger licking 
good. The profits from this dinner will be for our Council.  This will allow us to continue to help 
others that are in need.  Please plan on attending.  The April 12th awards and appreciation din-
ner planning is coming along.  This year we are going to have a POT LUCK dinner preceding our 
awards presentation.  This dinner is for all members.  I want to especially invite all the Bingo 
workers and their wives, plus any and all workers that have volunteered their time during this 
fraternal year at our functions.  We have not held an appreciation dinner for a few years and 
we felt that this was a good time to get together for a good old social time.  Without you, we 
could not run this Council. As a special note, Father Dechant will be recognized for his service 
to the Father Ragan Council as our Chaplain.  With Father’s leaving in June, we felt that the 
awards dinner would be a good time for all members to get together to  thank Father for his 
hours of time spent with #3269.  Please mark your calendar for April 12th.  Details of what 
you can bring to share with others will be in the April Ragan Report. I have had a few Brother 
Knights approach me about becoming officers of the Council.  There are numerous openings 
that need to be filled starting in July of 2008.  The filling of the entire officers slate is 
probably one of the most important things that needs to be completed.  Without strong lead-
ership, this council cannot continue on its growth.  This Council has done many great things 
during the last years and without question, they need to continue.  Please consider becoming an 
officer.  It’s not a hard job.  Try stepping up to the plate.  DGK Scott is our committee chair-
man for our annual Measure Up Campaign.  The details will be in the next Ragan Report.  I’ve 
heard we will do the collections at the Churches over one weekend in April or May.  Contact 
Scott for an hour of your time at your church.    It all helps God’s Children. It was nice to hear 
from a few people during this month, who took the time, to say they actually read the Ragan 
Report and enjoyed my column.   This is one of the many vehicles that the Grand knight has to 
communicate with all the members.  Sometimes I sit at the computer trying to put my ideas 
together for hours.  Sometimes the thoughts come easily.  Normally, the Council is so busy 
with events, that it is effortless to let the fingers fly over the keys keeping you informed 
about what WE are doing and current happenings.    Like at our last meeting.  Father Paschal 
told me that he would continue as our Chaplain.  When I told the attending Brothers, Father 
received a standing ovation of support.  Or when our District Deputy gave his talk about his 
life as a Cleveland police officer, chills came over me.   
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We have an organization of diverse people.  And all of us trying to continue what Father McGivney 
started so many years ago.  Volunteers all.  We all can be proud to say we are Knights of Colum-
bus.  During the last few days of Lent, let us think of what our Lord has done for us.  With His Easter 
Rising, he gave us a new birth on life,  Eternal Life.  Try to recommit your life to what really matters in 
this life,  sharing and caring for others.  Being a true Knight of Columbus.  Happy Easter. 

Vivat Jesus           Grand Knight Bob Schneider 

Many thanks to Brother 
Mark Potteiger for mak-
ing the coffee and pre-
paring the snacks for 
our Quarterly Commun-
ion at St Joseph’s on 
February 10th.  

Unfortunately Mark 
misread the instruc-
tions and 2 level table-
spoons of ground coffee per cup became two level tables. Like an  untrained 
puppy, if you whistled, the coffee ran up to you and chewed on your leg.   

As a public service we are reproducing 
below the proper method of brewing 

the perfect cup of coffee. 
Making the coffee. No matter what kind of coffee maker you use, the proportion of 
ground coffee to water should always be 2 level tablespoons (1 official coffee meas-
ure) to 200ml (6.7 Oz) water. For weaker coffee, dilute the coffee with hot water 
after you make it. Always use the correct grind; always start with a spotlessly clean 
coffee maker and fresh cold water. Serve the coffee immediately. If you must reheat 
the coffee, do so over gentle heat - and never let it boil. 

Pennies For Heaven 
YTD Total $ 510.79 
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Husband, Father, Grand Father, Brother Knight, Neighbor, or Friend, 
whatever your association was with him, Gus was the best. A truly kind 
and gentle man; the complete family man; a man who fully lived up to 
the expectations of Our Faith and Our Order. His charming smile and 
presence will be missed.  

Our heartfelt condolences to Eddie and his entire family.  
The sun is a little less bright today,  

the day a little longer,  
but though our friend is gone from us 

God’s hold on him is stronger 
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We are pleased to announce a Chicken Dinner for the whole family on Sun-
day March 9th. Get mom out of the kitchen, let the kids & grandkids run 
free  and shake off the winter doldrums by planning to attend. It’s rea-
sonably priced, it’s for a good cause, and  it will give you an opportunity to 
reconnect with your Brother Knights & friends. Invite your friends & 
neighbors, in-laws & out-laws, or strangers & guests. With a wide variety of 
plans to improve our Council Hall making it more attractive and user 
friendly and our goal to beat our old Pennies for Heaven Record, this will 
provide some of the funds toward those goals. Br. John Hricovec who di-
rected the fantastic steak fry for Sophie is again in charge, so you know it 
will be good. 

The menu includes: 
• Oven Roasted Chicken 

Breast, 
• Roasted Garlic Redskin Pota-

toes,  
• Corn, 
• Salad, 
• Bread & Butter, 
• Dessert,  
• Coffee, and Soft Drinks. 

Carryout will be available 
 

Price  $12 adult $10 seniors & $6 for kids 12 & under 

• Dinner served from 2:00 until 6:00 PM  
 

• We encourage Pre-Sale Tickets  so 
everyone will have plenty to eat 

 
• Tickets available after February 10th 
 
• Call John at 440-934-7855 

Shortly before we 
were to print this 
months Ragan Re-

port we were notified of the passing of Brother Tom Rieck. Tom passed away sud-
denly at his winter home in Florida. Our thoughts and prayers go out to his wife 
Betty and his mother Grace. Both of these ladies are very active in our Isabella 
Guild and, with Tom, have joined in many activities with the Knights. 
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News You Might Have Missed 
Perhaps you were unaware that in addition to having the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and Pro 
Football Hall of Fame in our area, we also have the National Inventors Hall of Fame in Ak-
ron. “Inventure Place” opened in 1973, is just around the corner from Quaker Square and 
honors 383 inventors including this years class. It is well worth the trip if you’re in the area. 
This years class contains names that you may have never heard of, but their inventions are 
used daily by all of us. Some of this years inductees are listed below with their inventions: 
• Amar Bose—Advanced Speaker & Audio Technology (As used at St Joe’s Avon Lake) 
• Nick Holonyak Jr — LED ’s Light Emitting Diodes  
• Ruth Benerito—Wrinkle Free Cotton 
• Amos Joel Jr—Cell phone switching concept 
• Calvin Fuller, Gerald Pearson, & Daryl Chapin—Silicon Solar Cell 
• William Einthoven—Electrocardiogram 
• Clarence “Kelly” Johnson of Lockheed’s “Skunkworks”—Developed more than 40 

types of aircraft including the F-80 Shooting Star, America’s first jet fighter, 
to TWA’s Super Constellation Passenger Aircraft, C-130 Cargo Plane, the U-
2 & SR-71 Blackbird Spy Planes and the F-117 Stealth Fighter.  

• Ray McIntire—Styrofoam 
• Malcomb McLean—Cargo Containers 
• John Charnley—Hip Replacement Surgery 
• Harold McMaster—Tempered Glass Machine 
• And My Favorite; Robert Adler—Wireless TV Remote Control 

National Inventors Hall of Fame 
221 South Broadway 
Akron, OH 44308 Open 10:00 AM—4:30 PM Wed—Sat  

Chairman Vic Sedivec has finally figured out 
how to get good weather for his Easter Egg 
Hunt. In years past, when Easter was in late 
April, we had hurricanes, snow, ice, sleet, 
etc. Now with Easter coming very near to 
the earliest possible date***, Vic figured we 
are assured of good weather. With that in 
mind he scheduled this years event for Holy 
Saturday March 22nd at 1:00 PM. Bring the kids, grandkids, 
and spouses who act like kids, and enjoy the fun. The hall will 
be kept open in case Vic’s plan for good weather doesn't work 
out. If your interested in filling eggs in preparation for the 
fun, give Vic a call. 
[***Easter has not fallen on the earliest of the 35 possible dates, March 22, since 1818, and 
will not do so again until 2285. It will, however, fall on March 23 in 2008, but will not do so 
again until 2160. Easter last fell on the latest possible date, April 25, in 1943 and will next 
fall on that date in 2038. However, it will fall on April 24, just one day before this latest possi-
ble date, in 2011]   
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Lt. Francis J. Mc Manus Assembly 

Fourth Degree Turnouts and Notes 

• March 2nd Sunday-Nativity of BMV Lorain 10:30AM Mass; Bishop Len-
non 110th Anniversary 

• March 12th Wednesday-Holy Trinity Avon 7:00 PM Mass Confirmation 
Bishop Quinn 

• March 29th Saturday-St Julie Billiart N Ridgeville 5:00 PM Mass Con-
firmation Bishop Quinn 

• March 30th Sunday Holy Trinity Lorain 9:00 AM Fr Ragan Avon Coun-
cil Quarterly Communion 

 

As of 
this 

writing we have 30 
Electronically Delivered (E-Mail) 

Copies of the Ragan Report going out. That is 
an annual savings of $273.60 for our council. Thanks 
to all of my fellow geeks. If you want to join the list, 
zap me a e-mail at bald.mike@oh.rr.com 

CHAPLAIN’S REPORT—Fr Paschal's message at our February 
21st meeting contained a very important, and timely reminder 
that your good name is the most important thing you have and 
needs to be protected vigorously. Likewise, just as your good 
name is important to you, your neighbors good name is equally 
important and must not be subjected to unwarranted and/or 
malicious attacks.  

We are all human. We all make mistakes. The Lord forgives all 
who are truly repentant, should anything less be expected of 
us. No good can come from repeatedly dredging up past indis-
cretions of others and Christian Charity should guide us in  
dealing with ALL individuals. It’s like your mom told you, “If 
you can’t say anything nice about a person, don’t say anything 
at all. 
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Br Thomas & Yahala Kruman March 19th 

For the second year in a row Mother Nature was playing snowy tricks on 
us.  The wind and snow made us pretty sure that the turnout would be 
low.  The speaker from Birthright was told to stay indoors warm and 
safe, and we would reschedule her for a future meeting.  The board is 
going to consider returning to the “old days” when we met in both Janu-
ary and February and dared the snow to interfere! 
Hopefully March will bring much better weather and lots of Isabellas for 
the meeting.  We are going to be entertained by Irish step dancers just in 
time for St. Patrick’s Day.  Mark your calendar for March 11, plan on 
wearin’ the green, and we will all be Irish for the evening.  I’m not so 
sure our planned pizza snack is Irish, but I won’t complain!  Hope to see 
you there. 
Editors Note: Buy the pizza two weeks ahead of time and the fuzzy 
green stuff growing out of the top will remind you of Ireland. 

Corrected February birthdays 
Barb Krulik     2/3 
Elaine Cook    2/4 
Marian Ertler  2/5 
Jan Black      2/11 
Marilyn Misencik  2/11 
Dorothy Schnell 2/13 
Beth Schindler  2/23 

Due to the worst case of operator 
ignorance this century, the February 
Birthday List was truncated. The cor-
rected list is to the right 

March Birthdays 
Natalie Treece  3/3 
Eddie Guthrie   3/5 
Mary Ellen Kall  3/8 

Caitlyn Baird    3/9 
Marlene Lapushansky  3/16 
Gerry Perusek   3/20 
Bobbie Bruder  3/21 
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Br. James M. Judge Jr. 3/1 
Br. John C. Chinchar  3/3 
Br. Jeffrey T. Kerr  3/5 
Br. William S. Roman  3/5 
Br. Michael E. Wrobel  3/6 
Br. Joseph C. Lowe  3/8 
Br. Leonard A. Gannelli  3/10 
Dr. Tom M Steigerwalt  3/10 
Br. William A. Damm M.D. 3/11 

PGK Vincent G. Tramontana  3/11 
Br. James F. Marsh  3/12 
Br. Robert A. Novotny  3/13 
Br. Joseph  Lach  3/15 
Br. Larry E. Mumford  3/16 
Br. Robert F. Schlachter  3/16 
Br. James B. Stringer  3/21 
Br. William H. Bommer  3/22 
Br. James J. Czarney  3/22 
Br. Edward J. Bommer  3/23 

Rev. Fr. Gerard M. Gonda  3/24 
Br. Cornelius J. Whitford  3/24 
Br. James W Aschenbrener  3/25 

PGK Robert P. De Chant  3/25 
Br. Jerald A. Rakvic  3/26 
Br. Victor C. Zaborowski  3/26 
Br. Allan A. Klingshirn  3/27 
Br. Edward A. Snahnican  3/27 

PGK Bernard J. Bruder  3/30 

Our next Quarterly Communion will be held at Holy Trinity Church on 
Sunday March 30th at 9:00 AM Mass. Unlike our other Quarterly Com-
munions, On this date, the money that we would normally spend on cof-
fee, doughnuts, etc. (along with any free will donations) will be for-
warded to a local hunger center for their use in helping those less privi-
leged than we are. Bring your family and plan on joining us. 
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