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The Easter celebration is over.  I’ve put on more air miles and more to come. Only 3 
more months of my Grand Knight term.  The fraternal year is winding down.  Pretty 
soon things will green up.  Flowers will bloom, trees will bloom.  The next season of 
planting will happen.   We will celebrate birthdays and anniversaries and graduations 
and weddings.  Summer will be here and we will be complaining how hot it is!   Notice 
how things change but they still remain the same?  We Catholics have a Gospel  reading 
cycle.  We have celebrations of Saints birthdays and special Church holidays.  It is a 
comfort that every year on December 25th we can celebrate with Mass our Lord’s 
birth.   Things that we can look forward to celebrating are numerous.   
 
If you haven’t heard, our Pope has declared Fr McGivney a "Venerable Servant of 
God".  Now that is great news.   For years the Knights of Columbus has championed Fa-
ther McGivney’s canonization.  He is one step closer to becoming Saint McGivney.  How 
proud can you be as a Brother Knight?  By being associated with the K of C, we now can 
say with pride our founder is a Saint.  And the works that we do are part of the 
greater good and for the greater good.   
 
Something that I want to pass on, is Brother Fred Metz has sold over 50 state chari-
ties tickets.  We are on track to make our quota.  But I (we) need each of you to sell a 
few tickets.  What an easy way to help #3269 financially. 
 
By the time you read this Ragan Report, we will have four new members to help bolster 
our ranks.  This will make over 12 new members this year.  Our DK Scott has been mas-
terful in helping spread the word about the Knights.  Maybe Father McGivney is help-
ing? 
 
If you are reading this and wondering where I am going with this article, well here it 
is.  Everyone is important to our organization.  Everyone.  All of you that help in any 
way, small or large, you should be appreciated.  There are thousands of hours donated 
by many people within the family of Father Ragan Council.  Many want to stay in the 
background.  Some look for the spot light.  Regardless of your position, you all are a 
part of the changing of the Council.  Or is that the “staying the same”?  Our council has 
a long and full history that we can be proud of.   
 
On April 12th, we are holding an appreciation and awards dinner.  The Council will provide 
appetizers and desserts and our Lady Isabella’s will provide sandwich fixings.  This 
event is our annual awards party where some members will be singled out for the extra 
efforts that they have given to the council.  But the Council officers want to thank 
everyone.  So those of you that worked our clam bake, seniors dinner, kids party, 
Easter egg hunt, bingo or turkey raffle, or any event that we held this past year, please 
consider joining us for a few hours.  I Promise we won’t bite.  But you will be able to 
bite on the food.  And maybe you will get that good feeling again about being a Knight. 
 
We all need to be appreciated.  Just like the Springtime.  Time to celebrate. 
 
Vivat Jesus 

Grand Knight’s Corner…... 



3 

 

Vatican declares Knights of Columbus founder "venerable"  
Fr. Michael J. McGivney would be first American-born priest to be declared a 
saint  
New Haven, CT - March 16, 2008 -  Pope Benedict XVI Satur-
day approved a decree recognizing the heroic virtue of Father 
Michael J. McGivney, founder of the Knights of Columbus. The 
pope's declaration significantly advances the priest's process to-
ward sainthood and gives the parish priest the distinction of 
"Venerable Servant of God." If canonized, Fr. McGivney would 
be the first American born priest to be so honored.  
 "All of us who are members of the Knights of Columbus are pro-
foundly grateful for this recognition of the holiness of our foun-

der," said Supreme Knight Carl Anderson. "The strength of the Knights of Columbus 
today is a testament to his timeless vision, his holiness and his ideals." 
Worried about the religious faith and financial stability of immigrant families, Father 
McGivney founded the Knights of Columbus with the help of several men of St. 
Mary's Parish in New Haven in 1882 to help strengthen the faith of the men of his 
parish and to provide financial assistance in the event of their death to the widows 
and orphans they left behind. He was also known for his tireless work among his pa-
rishioners. 
Born in Waterbury, Conn., Aug. 12, 1852, Michael Joseph McGivney, was the first of 
Patrick and Mary (Lynch) McGivney's 13 children, six of whom died in infancy or early 
childhood. His parents, natives of Ireland, had immigrated to the United States during 
the 19th century. Patrick was a molder in a Waterbury brass mill, where Michael him-
self worked for a brief time as a child to help support his family. 
From an early age, however, he realized a calling to the Catholic priesthood. After 
studying in several seminaries, he was ordained in that Baltimore's historic Cathedral 
by Cardinal James Gibbons Dec. 22, 1877. He took up his first assignment, as curate 
at St. Mary's Church, New Haven, Conn., Jan. 2, 1878. Father McGivney was named 
pastor of St. Thomas Church in Thomaston, Conn. in 1884. He became seriously ill 
with pneumonia in January 1890, and died Aug. 14, 1890 at age 38. 
The cause, or process, for Father McGivney's sainthood, was opened by Hartford 
Archbishop Daniel A. Cronin, in December 1997. The cause was presented to the 
Vatican in 2000, where it has been under review by the Congregation for the Causes 
of Saints. With the pope's recent decree, and the authentication of a miracle at Father 
McGivney's intercession, the priest could be beatified. A second miracle would be re-
quired for canonization. 
Still maintaining its headquarters in New Haven, the Knights of Columbus is the 
world's largest Catholic Fraternal Organization with more than 1.7 million members in 
the United States, Canada, Mexico and Central America, the Caribbean islands, the 
Philippines, Guam and, most recently, Poland. 
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Get your tickets, sell you tickets—This is the easiest way to 
help our council raise funds for the many family and commu-
nity events held by our council. A major portion of the cost 
of each ticket stays right here in Avon. The more tickets we 
sell, and the earlier we turn them in, the more money we get 
to keep.  I’m pretty sure I could put that $414 a month (for 
10 years) first prize to a good use. Even the lesser prizes 
are worth the effort. Contact GK Bob Schneider for tickets 
or information. We all benefit from this worthy cause. 



5 

 

Our annual Awards Night and Volunteer Appreciation festivities are de-
signed to honor all of those folks who so generously give of their time and 
skills during the year to help our Council thrive. This years festivities will 
be held, Saturday April 12th at our hall— Food, Drinks, and Socializing 
starts at 6:00 PM with the awards presentations beginning  at 7:30 PM. 
We want to honor and thank all of you who have helped out during the 
year including: 
• Those who help with the building & grounds maintenance;  
• Those chairmen and workers that perform the many tasks necessary 

for the smooth operation of the fraternal & social programs through-
out the year;  

• The officers and members who work with the Fr Ragan Charitable 
Foundation working on hall rentals and hosting fraternal activities;  

• The many volunteers that make our bingo program so successful and 
provides for the funds donated to the churches and schools of the 
area 

• The spouses and members of the Isa-
bella Guild who are the unsung heroes of 
our Council 

 
This year’s plans include a dinner that the 
Isabellas will help support by buying a deli 
tray. The council will provide the appetiz-
ers and desserts.  Beer, wash, coffee, tea 
will be provided.  For the hearty soles 
BYOB is the order or the day.  See you 
there. 
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Quarterly Communion April 20th 9:00 AM Holy Spirit 
Avon Lake 
Coffee & Doughnuts to follow 

Mass. Invite a friend and share 
the informative literature that 
will be provided describing our 

order. Showing what the 
Knights do is the best way to re-
cruit new members. This can be 

done as you share the coffee & doughnuts. You can 
bet that the coffee will be prepared with the utmost 

loving care and will please the most discerning palate  

Easter Bunny is a Big Hit 
with Youngsters 

The Easter Bunny made some 
new friends and greeted many 
of his old buddies at the Fr. 
Ragan Easter Egg hunt held on 
Holy Saturday. PGK Vic Sedivec 
and his bunny helpers managed 
to move the seven inches of 
Good Friday snow so everyone 

could enjoy the hunt. It was 
hard to count how many young-
sters showed up because they 
never quit moving long enough 
to count them. No one went 
home short of candy though. 
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Pennies For Heaven 
YTD Total $559.69  

Electronic Ragan Report Update 

Many thanks to members and friends who have signed up for the elec-
tronic version of the Ragan Report. 9% of our distribution is now done 
via the Internet. (39 of 420 copies). Not only does it save the trees but 
you can enlarge the text and make it as big as you want for easy read-
ing. If interested in getting the electronic version or if you can’t figure 
how to enlarge the text, zap me an e-mail  at bald.mike@oh.rr.com 
   

Lt. Francis J. Mc Manus Assembly 
Fourth Degree Turnouts and Notes 

• Saturday March 29th St 5:00 PM Julie Billiart           North Ridgeville 
Confirmation Bishop Quinn 

• Sunday March 30th 9:00 AM Mass Holy Trinity Avon Fr Ragan Quarterly Com-
munion 

• Wednesday April 2nd 7:00 PM Nativity BVM Amherst Confirmation Bishop 
Quinn 

• Wednesday April 9th 7:30 PM Holy Spirit Chapel Avon Lake Memorial Mass 
for Gus Guthrie by Bishop Quinn  

• Wednesday April 16th St Mary’s Elyria 7:00 PM Confirmation Bishop Quinn  

• Sunday April 20th Fr Ragan Quarterly Communion Holy Spirit Avon Lake 9:00 
AM 

To All District Assemblies– At turnouts, Sir Knights in full regalia are reminded, 
that when sitting down, grasp the upper band of your scabbard with your left 
hand and carry the sword and scabbard forward across your lap. This will pre-
vent the scabbard from striking the pew or seat and will give you full control of 
the scabbard. This procedure will also help prevent the inadvertent uncoupling of 
the scabbard from your baldric. Finally, place your chapeau on your lap on top of 
the scabbard. 

Please wait for your Commander or Marshall’s (silent) command to draw, carry, 
present or return swords as he is in charge of the formation. We look good, but 
with improved uniformity we can look even better.                                                              
Thank you District Marshall, PFN Ed Cook  
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Pat Christ      4/05 
Clarie Bommer  4/07 
Ruth Uszak    4/09 
Rhonda Kimmel 4/14 

Mary Ann Konya  4/21 

If a man speaks in the forest but there is no woman there to hear him... 
Is he still wrong? 

Tuesday, March 11 did not bring very nice weather, but those who hid away 
from the cold in their house or in the South missed an excellent meeting.  Betty 
Weimer invited her granddaughter Bridget Green and Bridget’s friend Casey 
Pompeani to demonstrate Irish step dancing for us.  They not only showed us 
what championship dancing looks like, but they also answered questions about 
the dancing and their beautiful dresses.  Another big thanks to Bridget and Ca-
sey!! 
 
Get your calendars and mark down some special events for April.  Our regular 
meeting will be on Tuesday, April 8th.  Do you think I dare promise no snow??  
 
 On Wednesday evening, April 9th at 7:30 pm, Bishop Quinn will celebrate a me-
morial mass for Gus Guthrie.  This will take place at the small chapel at Holy 
Spirit Church in Avon Lake. 
 
To top off that busy week, we will have the Awards Program on Saturday eve-
ning, April 12th.  From 6 to 7:30 pm, there will be socializing and a light sup-
per.  The Awards will be presented at 7:30.  It is, of course,  moving to be pre-
sent if you are given an award, but it is even more important for those who do 
NOT win an award to be there.  It means so much to the Knights and Isabellas 
to know that you recognize and celebrate the work that they do.  Plan to come 
and share this “awarding” evening!!   
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Br. Francisco J. Bujarda  4/1 
Br. Ross A. Carey  4/1 
Br. Joseph R. Christopher  4/1 
Br. Paul G. Graupmann  4/3 
Br. James R. Logan  4/3 
Br. Daniel A. Abfall  4/4 
Br. Ron J. Gavalya  4/4 
Br. Neil T. Rush  4/6 
Br. Jerry L. Fabian  4/8 
Br. Albert P. Kimmel  4/8 

Rev. Fr. Michael J. Stalla  4/9 
Br. William B. Greaney  4/10 
Br. Paul T. Hricovec  4/10 
Br. Charles J. Mills  4/10 
Br. Paul T. Berner  4/13 
Br. R. Lindsey  Bruce  4/13 
Br. Otto J. Kirchner  4/15 
Br. John T. Morog  4/15 
Br. Leonard V. Volbert  4/15 

FDD PGK Frank L. Eber Sr. 4/16 
Br. Anthony  Vignale  4/21 
Br. Thomas P. Wrobel  4/22 
Br. William C. Stockard  4/23 
Br. Stephen A. Kimmel  4/24 
Br. Dominic D. Di Luciano  4/25 
Br. Arnold R. Kopriva  4/25 
Br. James P. Lawrence  4/26 
Br. Charles A. Stiles  4/27 
Br. Mark A. Konya  4/28 
Br. John F. Mackin  4/29 

Br. Kenneth & Lois Kodger 4/1 
Br. Leonard & Patricia De Chant 4/8 
Br. John & Alice Lengen 4/11 
Br. Ralph & Geraldine Wearsch 4/12 
Br. Stephen & Rhonda Kimmel 4/16 
Br. John & Mary Jane Morog 4/24 
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