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     The future of our Council is at 
stake as we elect the men that will 
lead us during the 2008-2009 
Fraternal Year. 
     In looking at the slate of offi-
cers chosen by the nominating 
committee, it is clear that our fu-
ture is secure; that the Council 
will grow; and that members will 
be served well.  
     The most promising and wel-
come sign is that the young men, the new members, have stepped 
forward to assume positions of leadership. The old guard has served 
the Council well but, in order to grow and remain relevant, an organi-
zation must pass the torch to its younger members.  
     Come to the meeting June 19th to support these men and offer 
your assistance in the tasks that  our Council faces.  
     Additional nominations from the floor the night of the election 
are welcome. Your talents are needed. Don’t sit on your hands for a 
whole year. If you’re unable to serve as an officer, many event 
chairs are open. Every little bit helps.  
We look forward to seeing YOU!   

GK    Scott Gedeon 
DGK   Mike Moore 
Chancellor  Mark Potteiger 
Recorder  Rob Garrett 
Treasurer  Mark Quayle 
Advocate  Bob Uszak 
Warden  Mike Collins 
Inside Guard  Paul Green 
Outside Guard  Fred Metz 
Special Guard  Ted Kocab 
Trustee 3 Years PGK Bob Schneider 



Brothers all.  This will be my last 
OFFICIAL correspondence as your 
Grand Knight.  Father Ragan Coun-
cil will be electing new officers at 
our Social meeting on June 18th.  
Our DD Jim Lynsky will be officiat-
ing at the installation of officers at 
this meeting.  Normally, our installa-
tion is held in July, but with the 
State and Supreme needing our 
reports by July, it was suggested to 
move up our installation to meet 
with the deadlines.   
My wife and I attended the 109th 
Ohio State Conference in Colum-

bus.  Also representing our Council were Mike and Sandy Moore.  It was a well 
attended Conference.  I was able to meet with several State Officers who told 
me that Father Ragan Council was one of the best in the State.  There was still 
talk about our receiving a 2nd place in the Supreme Community events last year 
with our Smiles for Sophie fund raiser.  This was the highest award ever re-
ceived in the state of Ohio.  This is something that we all should be proud of 
and build upon. 
A new Grand Knight told me that he was amazed that the K of C did so many 
things. Thousands upon thousands of volunteer hours, dollars raised and deeds 
performed all in the name of charity.  When we look at our Council here in 
Avon / Avon Lake, we can be proud of our part in the overall grand scheme.  
Father McGivney was a true forward thinker.  When he is named a Saint by the 
Holy See, we all can say that our participation in the Knights is truly a Blessed 
calling.  I can foresee that when Father McGivney is named a Saint, our new 
membership count will soar. 
During the past three years of serving as your Grand Knight, I have learned a 
lot.  Maybe I still need the cheat sheet to run a meeting, but the formality of our 
meetings needs to be sustained.  I’ve tried to keep the meetings friendly and 
moving.  We’ve had great guest speakers thanks to PGK Ted Schmitz.  Br. Bob 
Uszak set up the hall to allow me to perform other tasks.  Brs. Paul Green, Rob 
Garrett, and Ted Kocab performed the card checking with greater efficiency as 
the years progressed.  Our Advocate Br. Mark Potteiger and Chancellor Mike 
O’Connor have proven themselves as true Knights.  When I needed help, they 
were there to assist me.  Brs. Bob Booth and Mike Moore tried to keep my 
spending in order.  Funny how the money doesn’t go as far as it used to go.  Br. 
Rich Bencal kept the meeting notes with great ease.  There are a lot of things 
said during the meeting and Rich was able to report on all of them.  The Trus-
tees, PGKs Vic Sedivec, Ken O’Connor, and Jim Bruder, who have held the 
office of Grand Knight, reminded me about the meeting protocol.  I am thankful 
that all three Brothers are members of this Council.  PGK Jim stepped up to do 

our meeting food, which can be a challenge.  PGK Vic, who is also the Foundation 
President, works harder than many know.  And PGK Ken became a friend. 
I need to mention PGK Harding Christ.  As our degree team leader, he always 
made each of our degrees something special.  Harding was my pipeline to the State 
officers.  His knowledge of our Council history is unsurpassed.  PGK Ray DeChant, 
PGK Joe Greiner and PGK Mike Abfall all know that the life blood of our Council is 
new members and always made their time available to run the degrees. 
I have been blessed to have two Chaplains in Father Leo and Father Paschal.  Hav-
ing held meetings with these true Knights and seeking their advice on matters, I al-
ways received positive support.  Both of these men have worked tirelessly in the 
vocation as a Priest and as a Knight. 
The office of Grand Knight requires many hours of one’s time.  One person cannot 
be a Council.  It takes many people to effectively run a successful and thriving 
Council. There are so many of you that have showed your support during the past 
three years.  In all matters that are required to keep Father Ragan an active, sup-
portive charitable organization, YOU are the heart and backbone.  It made the “job” 
easier because of YOU.  Many hands make the job easier and your support allowed 
me to enjoy the time. 
I am going to miss being Grand Knight.  There I’ve said it.  The rapping of the gavel, 
running of meetings, trying to answer questions, running of events, nominating the 
Knight and Family of the month and presenting the certificates, being allowed to 
cultivate ideas and see them flourish, seeing new members join, talking up the K of 
C to people I meet, all have made the last three years go by fast.  Really fast.  I en-
joy being involved, being busy.  I doubt that the involvement will stop.  There are a 
great many things that we all can do to keep our Council growing and there is a 
place for each one of us.  Just ask. 
Your next nominated Grand Knight, Scott Gedeon, has served as my Deputy Grand 
Knight for one year.  (PGK Ken O’Connor was the first year, and Br John Hricovec 
was the second)  Scott brought to our Council a strong sense of family, devotion to 
Mary, and caring for the community.  His suggestions and follow thru have contin-
ued to keep Father Ragan a vibrant and growing Council.  All of these virtues will 
allow Scott to be a great Grand Knight and his leadership should keep us on an in-
creased growth and revitalization path that we have started.   
It has been my great pleasure and honor to serve the Father Ragan Council.  There 
are things that I wanted to accomplish and with your help we did accomplish them.  
There were items that I wanted to achieve that we didn’t finish.  But these items will 
allow the next officers a great starting point. 
Thank you for the opportunity and trust that you have bestowed upon me during the 
past three years.  Being a Grand Knight has allowed me to make memories that will 
last a life time.   
Vivat Jesus 
PGK Bob Schneider 



The time has come to say farewell to our friend and Chaplain, Fr. Leo 
DeChant. His friendliness, humor and spiritual guidance will be greatly 
missed. For those who knew him only 
through his activities with our council the 
following will fill in some details you may 
have not known, as well as provide an in-
sight into his new home base. From an ar-
ticle in Avon Lake Press April 23rd issue: 

Fr Leo’s official Grand Farewell 
Party will take place following the 
noon Mass at St Mary’s in Avon on 
June 1st. Everyone is invited for the 
big send off. We were going to give 
him a humongous going away gift 
but with the new airline limitations 
on baggage plus the worry that any 
“Midwestern Treasure” would be out 
of place in the high desert, we’ll 
have to come up with something else 
to harass him with.   As mentioned, 
Fr Leo’s new assignment is in Lan-
caster  CA. 
Lancaster is about as far away from 
here as you can get both geographi-
cally & culturally. No more big fresh 
water lake near by. Only the high 
desert and sunshine await him.  The 
AAA California Tour Book provides 
us with the basic information about 
Lancaster.  
Fr Leo has advised us that, for those 
hearty voyagers wishing to make 
sure he’s really going to stay in 
California, his installation as pastor 
at Blessed Junipero Serra Parish 
42121 N 60th St West, Lancaster CA 
93536-3767 will be Sunday, July 
13th, at the noon Mass with a recep-
tion to follow.  
If you are at all concerned that he 
might change his mind and come 
back, I urge you to attend. He made 
no mention as to which stories we 
are allowed to share with his new 
associates so anything goes. 

Junipero Serra Church 
Lancaster CA 

Las Vegas is only  
3 hours 45 minutes away.   

242 Miles 



Following our Quarterly Communion at St Mary’s Avon, on May 18th,  members and guests 
joined the families and scholarship award winners at our hall for coffee, doughnuts and the 
awards. The best and 
brightest of our young 
men and women were 
well represented by this 
years winners. It’s good 
to see the that the future 
is in the hands of young 
people like this. Of 
course some folks just 
came for the doughnuts. 
 



As we welcome our new 
officers, we remember the 

Grand Knights who 
formed and guided our 

council from its inception 



• Eight New Councils were begun in Ohio during the Fraternal year 
through May 1st and up to four more are hoping to receive their char-
ters before the end of June 

• In the Hennepin Province, which encompasses Ohio and Michigan, only 17 
percent of Third Degree Members have achieved the honors of member-
ship in the Fourth or Patriotic Degree of our order. 

• 754 plaques were awarded during the Conventions Award Session. Fr 
Ragan got one administrative award. 

• State Officers have made several changes to its schedule of meetings 
and internal activities in an effort to reduce its expenses in light of the 
continuing rise in the price of all goods and services. This includes staff 
reductions.  

• The State Council is expanding its Website to enable councils to submit 
reports and retrieve information without the expense of printing and 
mailing paper documents. 

• By acclamation, the delegates asked the Supreme Director to convey 
their concern about certain issues with the Knights of Columbus Insur-
ance Program in regards to the shortage of field agents and difficulty in 
obtaining insurance coverage for certain higher risk Brother Knights.   

• The Ohio State Council uses the same accounting software as we do at 
Fr. Ragan Council—QuickBooks Pro. Their financials are then audited by 
an outside accounting firm thus assuring compliance with generally ac-
cepted accounting procedures. There was a  lengthy review of the State 
Council’s income & expenses as well as the financial report submitted by 
the outside accounting firm. Included in this review was the amount of 
out of pocket expense state officers, district deputies, degree teams 
etc. have been forced to contribute. There has been no increase in the 
per mile and per diem payments to state officials for the required travel 
needed to fulfill their responsibilities to the members since 2002 when 
gasoline was $1.50 a gallon.  

• In order to rectify this problem the state officers recommended a two 
fold solution. The first was to entertain a motion for a special one time 
per-capita assessment for 2008-2009 of one dollar ($1.00) per member. 
After discussing the pros & cons this motion was made and approved. 
The second part was a proposed by-law change to increase the state 
per-capita by one dollar ($1.00) effective 2009-2010. (These are not 
compounded. The current state Percapita of $5.50 will become $6.50 in 
2009-2010, The one time assessment was needed because the by-laws 
regarding per-capita could not be changed in time to take effect this 
year.  



Lt. Francis J. Mc Manus Assembly 
Fourth Degree Turnouts and Notes 

• Sunday June 1st Noon Mass -St Mary’s Avon 
 Fr Leo De Chant’s Farewell Mass 
• Sunday June 15th 1:30 PM—Nativity BVM South Amherst 
 Retirement Mass Fr Denis St Marie 
• Sunday June 22nd 5:00 PM Bishop Quinn Retirement Party 
 Tom’s Country Place Tux & Social Baldric Only  

Convention Continued 
• No one wanted to pay more, but failure to pass these items would have 

severely impacted the ability of the state officers to assist councils and 
members in the manner all have come to expect. Fr Ragan’s officers 
will no doubt be discussing how we plan to pay for this assessment at 
our officers meeting scheduled for 6:30 PM June 5th.  Everyone is in-
vited to join in the discussion. 

• Pennies for Heaven — There are 361 councils in the state. 17 councils 
and the Columbus Chapter raised over $1000 for Pennies for Heaven. 
Fr Ragan was 19th just missing the $1000 Club with $922.09 

• 142 councils failed to turn in anything for Pennies. Zero. Zip Nada. 
While a few might have missed the deadline for inclusion in the final 
report, it is my opinion that that’s a lot of non-participants. Thank 
goodness we have members who support vocations. 

2008 State  
Raffle Winners 

SPECIAL HOUR OF PRAYER  
SCHEDULED AT FR RAGAN June 12th 

Since September, Knights have spread devotion to Our Lady of 
Charity of El Cobre, Cuba, through a yearlong Marian Hour of 
Prayer program for the intentions of Pope Benedict XVI. The 
Icon of our Lady has been all over the country and we at Fr 
Ragan Council are honored to have it at our council through 
June 12th. A special hour of prayer is scheduled to begin at 6:30 
PM on June 12th for the intentions of our Holy Father. 
The story of Our Lady of Charity is a rather simple one. Like 
many other Marian apparitions, it occurred in a nameless place 
and involved ordinary people. Around the year 1600, three boys 
were sent to gather salt needed to preserve the meat of the 
town’s slaughterhouse, which supplied food for the workers and 
inhabitants at the Spanish copper mines near Santiago, Cuba. 
Two of the boys were native Indians and brothers, Rodrigo and 
Juan de Hoyos, and the third was a 10-year-old black slave, 
Juan Moreno. On their way back to Santiago del Prado (modern 
El Cobre) and halfway across the Bay of Nipe, they encountered 

a fierce storm that threatened to destroy their frail boat. Suddenly, the waters calmed. In 
the distance the boys saw a white bundle floating on a piece of wood that they mistook for 
a sea bird. In reality, it was a small statue of Mother Mary holding the infant Jesus in her 
left arm and a gold cross in her right. Inscribed on the wooden board were the words, Yo 
soy la Virgen de la Caridad (I am the Virgin of Charity). According to recorded testimony, 
despite the motion of the ocean waves and the storm, neither the image of Mary nor her 
white robes were wet. The crowned head of the original 16-inch-statue is made of baked 
clay covered with a polished coat of fine white power. Her feet rest on a brilliant moon, 
while angels spread their golden wings on a silver cloud. The child Jesus raises his right 
hand as in a blessing, and in his left hand he holds a golden globe. A popular image of 
Our Lady of Charity includes a banner above her head with the Latin phrase “Mater Carita-
tis Fluctibus Maris Ambulavit” (Mother of Charity who walked on the road of stormy seas). 
The youths brought the statue back to their village of Barajaguas, where a chapel was built 
and the image venerated by all who heard the story. Much like Our Lady of Guadalupe for 
the Mayan Indians, Our Lady of Charity instantly became a pilgrimage site, a reminder for 
the underprivileged that their heavenly Mother cared and stood beside them. El Cobre was 
to be the first place in Cuba where freedom was won for slaves. In 1688, the Archdiocese 
of Santiago, Cuba, initiated the first inquiry into the statue’s mysterious origins in response 
to the extraordinary and faithful devotion demonstrated by the Cuban people. Surnamed El 
Cobre — the name of the mining town where her sanctuary was eventually built — Our 
Lady of Charity was declared the patroness of Cuba by Pope Benedict XV in 1916 at the 
request of the nation’s bishops and the faithful, with a special appeal by the veterans of 
Cuba’s War of Independence from Spain. 



Rev. Fr. Timothy J O'Connor  6/3 
Br. William M. Hricovec Jr. 6/4 
Br. Mark J. Kepic  6/4 
Br. Michael G. Craig  6/4 
Br. Bernard J. Bruder Jr. 6/5 
Br. Gregory F. Sfiligoj  6/7 
Br. Stanley T. Godlewski  6/8 
Br. Kristopher L. Krulik  6/8 
Br. Brian D. Bucknell  6/10 

PGK Joseph A. Misencik  6/10 
Br. Kevin J. Nowak  6/11 
Br. Larry A. Guthrie  6/13 
Br. Michael M. Rumancik  6/14 
Br. Breen P. Coughlin  6/15 
Br. Gary E. Chopcinski  6/16 
Br. Robert F. Katricak  6/18 
Br. Al J. Feronti  6/18 
Br. Paul E. Keys  6/21 
Br. Jeffrey W. Kepic  6/22 
Br. Dennis L. Stephenson  6/24 
Br. Jeffrey J. Attridge  6/25 

FDD James A. Jacobs  6/26 
Br. Paul L. Macura  6/27 
Br. Kevin W. Gillespie  6/29 
Br. Ronald G. Novotny  6/30 

Br. Ronald & Jean Novotny 6/2 
PGK Bernard & Barbara Bruder 6/3 
Br. David & Donna Crawford 6/7 
Br. Stephen & Rose Mary Tatalick 6/7 
Br. Stanley & Sharon Artar 6/14 

PGK Richard & Renee Stuart 6/19 
PGK Harding & Patricia Christ 6/24 
Br. Richard & Mary Novotny 6/24 
Br. Robert & Dolores Schlachter 6/24 
Br. Frank & Geraldine Savel 6/25 
Br. Donald & Mary Darkow 6/28 

Donations from members 
who added $5.00 or more for 
the “Measure Up” campaign 
when paying their dues, 
other miscellaneous dona-
tions, and the donations col-
lected by our small army of 
volunteers at Giant Eagle 
and the area churches over 
the May 4th & 5th weekend, 
led to a very respectable 
$3106.65 check being sent to 
benefit the Mentally Handi-
capped. We couldn’t have 
done it without you. 
THANKS! 

  THANK YOU ! 

Lois Duperow      6/3 
Rose Stalla         6/25 
Celeste Cobos    6/29 
Joanne Mills       6/29 

Isabella 
Birthdays 

A lovely Tuesday evening, fragrant flowers, and Father Becherer---it was a beautiful 
May Crowning.  A thank you goes out to Father Becherer for celebrating mass, and 
another thank you goes to Eddie Guthrie for the new crown for Mary and the hand 
stitched satin pillow for the crown to rest on.   
 

A slate of officers for next year was presented and voted on.  Co-presidents will be 
Marilyn Misencik and Betty Weimer; Vice-president, Mary Jane Morog; Secretary, 
Sandy Moore; Treasurer, Pat Christ; and the Trustees are Helen Lowe and Bobbie 
Bruder.  They will be installed June 10 at 7 pm. Hope to see you there! This will be the 
last meeting until we resume on September 9th. 
 

Over the summer there will be ongoing work toward the Tea Party scheduled for 
Tuesday, October 21. The theme this year is “A Century of Hats.”   Be sure to mark 
that date on your calendar today!  And, yes, we do need your help.  As you “Spring 
Clean” you may come across some silk flowers, ribbon, or tulle that we could use to 
decorate a hat.  Bring them along to the June meeting.  If you find some after that 
date or want to help decorate hats or volunteer in some other way, call Mary Jane 
Morog (937-5283).  We will also need items for door and raffle prizes as well as indi-
vidually wrapped tea bags.  Please pick some up when you are out shopping, espe-
cially if you find a sale! 
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