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Kids Christmas Party 
 
Father Ragan Council is sponsoring its annual children’s Christmas party.  It will 
be held on December 10th, beginning at 1 PM at our K of C Hall.  The party is for 
children and grandchildren of members of the Father Ragan Council who are 10 
years of age and younger,  

Reservations are a MUST again this year.  Parents and grandparents must 
complete the coupon below and return it to the Children’s Christmas Party Chair-
man Mike Cobos at any meeting or by mail to 33376 Charleston Ave Avon Lake, 
OH 44012 before December 1st.  
If you have questions, or don’t know if you can get the coupon to Brother Cobos 
in time, Please give him a call at 440-930-2900. 
In addition to giving gifts to our children and grandchildren, we plan on helping 
others who are less fortunate.  To do this, those attending the Children’s Christ-
mas Party, on December 10th, are asked to bring with them a contribution of an 
unwrapped toy in good condition; a slightly worn coat or a non-perishable food 
item, paper or soap product.   
Please note that any gift not picked up at the party along with all donations will 
be given to the Catholic Social Services of Lorain. 

                                    Father Ragan Council 
                                 Children’s Christmas Party 
            Sunday, December 10, 2006  - K of C Hall -  1 PM 
Brother 
Knight:_____________________________________________ 
Phone 
Number:_____________________________________________ 
Name of 
Child________________________________________________ 
 
Sex ______________Age_________________ 
 
[   ] I can help with wrapping.  Call me at:__________________ 
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F 

 

The Fourth Degree imparts a lesson on the virtue of patriotism. The primary purpose of this 

degree is to foster the spirit of patriotism in members and the community at large and encour-

age active Catholic citizenship. Local units, called assemblies, draw their members from 

Knights of Columbus councils. The qualifications for membership in the Fourth Degree are: 

membership in the Knights for at least one year and being a Third Degree Knight. A Fourth 

Degree Knight may become part of the assembly's color corps. These members are recog-

nized widely by their distinctive attire of tuxedo, feathered hat (chapeau), cape and sword. 

These members regularly take part in civic events such as parades and wreath-laying ceremo-

nies, and at ecclesial functions at Catholic churches. The various colored capes and chapeau 

feathers denote different officer positions within the Fourth Degree. New members are always 

welcome. Contact Sir Knight and Current Faithful Navigator Frank Szendrey at 440-365-8518 or 

any Sir Knight for information on joining. 

Lt. McManus Assembly  
4th Degree Turnouts 

 November 2nd 7:30 PM Mass Holy Spirit 
Chapel Fr Ragan Memorial Mass 

 November 4 Sacred Heart Oberlin 5:00 
PM Mass Confirmation Bishop Quinn 

 November 12th St Jude’s Elyria 8:30 AM Mass 

Elyria Council Quarterly Communion 

 November 26th 9:00 AM Mass Holy Trinity Avon 

Fr Ragan Quarterly Communion 

 December 2nd 6:00 PM Avon Lake High School 

Wrestling Tournament Final Round 6:00 PM 

Fourth Degree Knights 
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Hot Dog 
 

Mary 
Bliss & 
Jimmy 
Bruder 
serve 
up a 

hot dog 
while 
Bobbie 
Bruder 
works 
in the 
back-
ground 

 

Super Spud Scrubber 
 

Joe Misencik 
scrubs some 
of the 130 
lbs of pota-
toes used 
for French 
Fries at 

Avon Lake’s 
Homecoming 
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Brother Knights Raise Money With 
Food Trailer at AL Homecoming 

What do “REAL” men (and women) do when it’s 40 degrees out-
side with rain, sleet, snow and 35 MPH winds? 

How about setting up the Food trailer at Avon Lake’s Home-
coming Festivities to raise money for our council. 

That’s what these folks did. 

Bob & Chris Schneider  Mark Potteiger 

Joe Misencik    Vic Sedivec 

Jimmy & Bobbie Bruder  Paul Green 

Mary Bliss    Mike Moore 

130 lbs of potatoes were made into French Fries, 50 Sausage 
Sandwiches, 120 Hot Dogs, & Sloppy Joes were dispensed to 
hungry patrons. 

It was certainly a bonding experience for everyone there as we 
contemplated how we got hornswaggeled into this action packed 
adventure in outdoor cooking. Special thanks and praise need to 
be directed to one of our brand new brother knights, Paul 
Green. Paul just recently joined our order, and has already 
shown his willingness to jump in and help when the need arises. 
We appreciate his help and ask that you thank him personally 
when you see him at the next meeting.  This was a good 
“initiation” for him. The final accounting was not available at 
press time but we expect to clear about $500 for our efforts. 

We want to thank Marilyn and Joe Misencik for allowing us to 
borrow the trailer.  They have replaced the equipment and 
fixed it up with new flooring, counters, etc.   I hope that we 
returned it in better than found condition. 

Next year we might be able to be inside!  Stay tuned for the 
details. 
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Knights of Columbus  
Avon Lake High School WRESTLING 

TOURNAMENT 
The Knights of Columbus will again sponsor the annual Avon Lake 
invitational wrestling tournament.  It will be held at Avon Lake High 

School on December 1st and 2nd.   
This tournament annually brings some of the finest high school 
wrestlers in northern Ohio to Avon Lake to open the season.   

Chairman for this event is PGK Roberto Cobos.   
Volunteers are always needed.  Anyone who 
can devote a few hours is asked to 

give PGK Cobos a call at 933-5567. 
Vic Sedivec is selling advertisements for 
the program.  This is an easy way of getting 

your message out to the hundreds that at-
tend this tourney.  See Vic for prices and order forms. 

The Sir Knights will again march in on Saturday night with the 
bracket leaders.  What a nice way to show the community that the 

Knights are here to help. 

Special Happy Birthday 
On October 1st, Sir Knight Gus Guthrie celebrated his 85th 
birthday in a very special way. While participating in a 4th De-
gree Turnout for the 100th Anniversary of Holy Trinity Slovak 
Church in Lorain, both Bishop Quinn and Bishop Lennon led his 
friends in a chorus of “Happy Birthday to You”.  It’s not often 
you get serenaded by two bishops.  Happy Birthday Gus! 
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 When we change our clocks 

Daylight Saving Time begins 
for most of the United States 
at 2:00 a.m. on the first Sun-
day of April. Time reverts to 
standard time at 2:00 a.m. on 
the last Sunday of October. In 
the U.S., each time zone 
switches at a different time. 

In the European Union, Sum-
mer Time begins and ends at 
1:00 a.m. Universal Time (Greenwich Mean Time). It begins the last Sun-
day in March and ends the last Sunday in October. In the EU, all time 
zones change at the same moment. 

Date change in 2007 

On August 8, 2005, President George W. Bush signed the Energy Policy 
Act of 2005. This Act changed the time change dates for Daylight Sav-
ing Time in the U.S. Beginning in 2007, DST will begin on the second 
Sunday of March and end the first Sunday of November. The Secretary 
of Energy will report the impact of this change to Congress. Congress 
retains the right to revert the Daylight Saving Time back to the 2005 
time schedule once the Department of Energy study is complete. 

Spelling and grammar 
The official spelling is Daylight Saving Time, not Daylight SavingS Time. 
Saving is used here as a verbal adjective (a participle). It modifies time and tells us 
more about its nature; namely, that it is characterized by the activity of saving day-
light. It is a saving daylight kind of time. Similar examples would be dog walking 
time or book reading time. Since saving is a verb describing a single type of activ-
ity, the form is singular. 
Nevertheless, many people feel the word savings (with an 's') flows more melliflu-
ously off the tongue. Daylight Savings Time is also in common usage, and can be 
found in dictionaries. 
Adding to the confusion is that the phrase Daylight Saving Time is inaccurate, since 
no daylight is actually saved. Daylight Shifting Time would be better, but it is not as 
politically desirable. 
 



8 

 
ROAST BEEF DINNER 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 
2006 

3:00 PM TO 7:00 PM 
$ 10.00 PER DINNER 

COST INCLUDES: 
ROAST BEEF 

PARSLEY POTATOES 
COUNTRY GREEN BEANS 

TOSSED SALAD 
ROLL AND BUTTER 

COFFEE – HOT TEA – POP 
CAKE 

TAKE OUT’S AVAILABLE 
DINNER WILL BE HELD 

AT THE 
FR. RAGAN COUNCIL 3269 K of C HALL 

1783 MOORE ROAD in AVON (JUST OFF ROUTE 611) 
50/50 RAFFLE WILL BE HELD. 

RESERVATIONS ARE NOT NECESSARY, BUT WOULD BE AP-
PRECIATED. 

 
COME AND SUPPORT MIKE AS HE WORKS ON HIS GOAL 

TO BECOME STATE WARDEN! 
FOR MORE INFORMATION/RESERVATION 

CALL 
HARDING CHRIST AT 1-440-933-8986 

OR 
ROBERT SCHNEIDER AT 1-440-933-3469 

MICHAEL ABFALL 
FOR STATE WARDEN 

FUNDRAISER 
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2006 Fr. Ragan Clambake a Huge Success 
 

The annual Clambake/Steak Fry was held at the council on 
Sunday, October 1, 2006. I would like to thank all of the 
brother knights, ladies, and kids that came up and pur-
chased a meal or helped during the day. I’d especially like 
to thank Bill Hricovec and Billy Hricovec and Tom’s country 
place, for allowing me to use their equipment, and to furnish 
all of the supplies to make this clambake a success. A big 
thanks to my brothers Dan and Matt Abfall, my sister – in – 
law Karen, my niece Brittany (Red), my nephews Robert and 
Christopher, for everything they did during that weekend.   
Thanks to the Clam Cleaners Saturday night, Grand Knight 
Robert Schneider, Ralph Wearsch, Robert Abfall, and 
Christopher Abfall, for a job well done. Sorry I scheduled 
the time during the Ohio State football game, better 
schedule for 2007.  The Sunday workers; were Grand 
Knight Robert Schneider, PGK Ray Dechant, PGK Tom Czar-
ney, George and Phyllis Perz, Cyrus and Mary Bliss, Paul 
Macura, Ruth Uszak, Joe Griener, Dale Spence, and Mike 
Cobos, as well as those mentioned above.  If I missed any-
one, please accept my deepest apologies.  
 

I am looking forward to another successful clambake/steak 
fry in 2007. THANK YOU 
 

Respectfully submitted 
 

PGK, FDD Michael Abfall 

See Photos on Next Page>>>> 
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CLAMBAKE 

2006 

<<<Gus Guthrie 
Celebrates his 
85th Birthday 
at the Clam-
bake 
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Deceased Knights  
Memorial Mass  

Our annual Memorial Mass will be held this year 
on November 2nd in the Church at Holy Spirit 

Parish Avon Lake at 7:30 PM 

Please plan to join us as we honor our departed brothers. Re-
freshments will be served afterwards. This would be a great 

opportunity to reflect on and remember not only our de-
ceased members but also to reconnect with current member 
you may not have seen for a while. Come on down and join us 

for  an evening with your brother knights, friends and 
neighbors. 

      
 

November 7th is Election Day.  
You are not entitled to complain about the 
candidates or issues unless you cast your 

ballot. 
Many issues are complex and confusing. Do your research early 

and ask questions. You don’t want to inadvertently cast your 
ballot against your favorite candidate or issue.  

In order to get a loan,  

you must first prove you don't need 
it. 
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Quarterly Communion 
————————————————————————————————- 

November 26, 2006 is the date for our next Quar-
terly Communion. Brother Knights are asked to assem-
ble prior to the 9:00 AM mass at Holy Trinity Church. 

Please make an effort to join us for our last Quar-
terly Communion of the year. Food and Fellowship will 
follow. Let’s show the community what it means to be 
a Knight of Columbus by having the biggest turn out 
ever.  

We’re asking for a few Knights to help in the set up 
and ordering the donuts for the gathering after 

mass.  Please contact Grand Knight Bob to say that you can 
help.  Thanks in advance. 

Looking for Something to do on 
the “Extra” Thursday in           

November? 
Are you in the habit of spending Thursday eve-
nings with your friends at Fr. Ragan Council?  

November has five Thursday’s and I know you were wondering 
what you were going do with the “Extra” Thursday evening.  

Well here is the deal: we are having a 2nd degree with candidate 
call at 7:30 PM and the degree beginning at 8:00 PM. Come on 

down, observe the “New” 2nd degree and then enjoy the food and 
fellowship afterwards as we welcome our new 2nd degree Knights.  
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Guest  
Lecturer  
Program  
Continues… 
Our lecturer Vic Sedivec 
continues to do an excel-
lent job of providing in-
formative and entertain-
ing guest lecturers at our 
monthly social meetings. 
At the meeting of Octo-
ber 19, 2006 Vic pre-
sented guest speakers 
from Lucy Idol Center to 
tell us all the wonderful 
programs they provide in 
Lorain County.  

We have reprinted below 
some of that information 
to increase awareness 
among our members of 
programs available to our 
community.  

If you wish further in-
formation call or write 
the Center directly at:  

The Lucy Idol Center 

PO Box 162 

435 Nicholson Road 

Vermilion, OH 44089 

(440) 967-6724 
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1st Degree News... 
Unfortunately we had to cancel the degree scheduled for 

October 15, 2006.  The first degree team will be practic-
ing their new parts in early November and will hold a first 

degree before Thanksgiving.  It probably will be on an 
early Sunday in November.  Please call Grand Knight Bob 
Schneider if you have any candidates.  We will be holding 
a 2nd degree on November 30th and want to make that a 
large turn out. “ We already have 3 potential new mem-

bers.  This added to our 5 new members is showing a posi-
tive growth for our Council”  stated Grand Knight Bob 

Schneider 

NEW PROJECT 
We are looking for a few good books.  Sister Ann has asked the Father Ragan Council to 
start collecting books for an Africa Library Project.  The books will be sent to Ghana and 
to towns in that country.  We will be collecting good used books in the following catego-
ries: 

 Any children’s books, fiction or non fiction up to 
grade 6 reading. 

 Middle and Secondary school non fiction; science, 
math, grammar, world history, general interest 

 Encyclopedias, dictionaries, almanacs and atlases 
published after 1980 

 Non fiction college textbooks 

 Trade books; carpentry, plumbing, auto mechanics, 
nutrition, cooking, sewing. 

All books will be delivered to Copley Ohio where they will be sent to Ghana.  Let’s set a 
deadline for January 14th, 2007 to complete our collection.  Check out your attics and 
basements.  This would be a good time to clean up those books and do a good turn for 
someone. 



19 

Communications Received 
 

 Marlene Lapushansky sent a nice thank you note for 
the summer fund raiser dinner.  She has been able 
to pay a number of medical bills with the donation. 

 Pat Vaccaro of St. Joseph’s School thanked the 
Knights for our financial support of St Joseph 
School.  They were able to cover the cost of reli-
gious books and materials. 

 Brian Jones sent a note thanking the Father Ragan 
Council for the scholarship.  Brian stated that he is 
a proud member of the K of C and that he “takes 
pride in the work done by such a tremendous organi-
zation.” 

 Officer Glen Adamson of the D.A.R.E. North Olm-
sted Police Department sent thanks to the Council 
for allowing them to hold their district meeting at 
our hall.  This covered several counties and over 70 
departments.  They were able to discuss many 
things and to always reaffirm their goal to keep the 
youth of our community’s drug free. 

LIGHT UP FOR CHRIST 
 

The Father Ragan Council will be celebrating the 
Christmas season by Lighting Up for Christ on De-

cember 5th.  The function will start at 7:30 PM .  This 
year we will sing seasonal songs, prayers led by Fa-

ther Leo, and lighting of the seasonal tree.  Entertainment will 
be provided.  A light snack will be served.  Please mark you cal-

endars for this special date. 
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BINGO NEWS 
 

You’ve all heard it before.  We need help at the Friday 
night bingo, especially on the third and fourth weeks.  It 
could be one week per month or a few hours for 2 
weeks.  Now I want to tell you why this is such an im-
portant event for the Father Ragan Council.  This fiscal 
year from November 2005 to October 2006, we have 
been able to show over an $115,000 profit.  Through 
the efforts of the men and women who regularly work 
at bingo we expect to have the new roof completely 
paid off by early next year. If we can get enough folks 
pitching in to help, a complete repaving of the parking 
lot and repair of the pavilion are planned for next year. 
There are no two ways about it;  the council profits, 
from bingo, the local churches profit from bingo, and 
the local catholic education of our youth profits from 
bingo.  Brothers Bill Bommer, Don Darkow, Bob Viel-
haber are usually seen around the hall on Friday’s.  It 
would be nice to see you.  Please consider a few hours 
of your busy life.  We do have fun at bingo especially of 
brother Al Kimmel is here.   
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21st annual 
SENIOR DINNER 

 

Our 21st annual senior’s dinner will be held on De-
cember 3rd at the newly painted main hall of the Fa-
ther Ragan Council 3269.  The serving will begin at 
1PM.  Chairman for the 21st consecutive year is PGK 
Vince Gargaro.   

 

This is a day when 
senior citizens of 
the area are 
served a complete 
Turkey Dinner will 
all the trimmings --
- Free of Charge. 

 

To accomplish 
that task, A LOT 
OF HELP IS 
NEEDED  

 

No skill is required. We need help dishing out food, 
serving our guests, washing dishes and other easily 
accomplished tasks. Brother Knights –wives and 
families—if you can help please do.  Just show up 
at about 12 noon on December 3rd and announce 
that you are ready.  Or to help with the planning 
give PGK Gargaro a call at 934-1778 and let him 
know you want to help. 
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It’s Time For The Turkey Raffle 
The Public is Welcome 

 

Where: Fr. Ragan Hall 

When: Thursday November 16th (The “Normal Date”) 

Doors Open 6:00 PM 

Raffle Begins at 7:00 PM 

Wear your best turkey suit, 
grab your turkey call and good 
luck charms and head to the 

hall for a night of fun.  

Beer and soft drinks will be 
available as well as our world 
famous popcorn. Tickets are 
$2.00 at the door and raffle 

tickets are two bits each (25¢) 
which is a heck of a deal 

Bring your neighbors, family 
and friends. Turkeys and Hams will be raffled off and every win-
ner gets a sack of potatoes so you have something to put your 

gravy on. 

We will need the volunteers to 
sell the tickets.  Call Chairman 
Bud Curry, PKG FDD Mike Abfall 
or GK Bob Schneider to help, or 
just show up.  This is a fun 
night.  You might just win a tur-
key.   
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Isabella Guild Thanks 

The Isabella Tea Party Committee would like to thank 
all who supported the fund raising Angel Tea Party 
held in October.  Many ladies baked pastries, made 

canapés, arranged flowers, as well as helped with set 
up and clean up.  Thanks to the Knights who added an 
extra touch of class by serving the trays and waiting 
tables.  It was through the hard work, coordination 

and cooperation, of many ladies and Knights that this 
event was such an overwhelming success.   

THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU!! 
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Highly Successful 
High Tea 

 

What an evening!  Nearly 300 ladies attended the Style and 
Grace Tea Party. Our guests enjoyed  sandwiches and pastries 
while sipping tea and watching a style show.  Our own Isabel-
las modeled fashions from Coldwater Creek located at 
Crocker Park.  Judy Harkelroad was our speaker for the eve-
ning.  She owns a Bed and Breakfast in Milan, Ohio called An-
gel Welcome.  She has found direction all of her life from the 
angels surrounding her.  Her inspirational message encouraged 
all of us to look to the angels around us for comfort and di-
rection.  The door prizes and raffle gifts were a major 
hit.  The hours of work by the committee ( Pam Christopher, 
Bobbie Bruder, Eddie Guthrie, Marilyn Misencik, Elaine Cook, 
Mary Jane Morog, Helen Lowe, Pat Christ, Mary Bliss, LaVerne 
Sedivec, Fran Sikora, and Phyllis Perz) made the evening a 
success.  They were helped during the Tea by our Knights and 
3 girls from Tom’s Country Place.  It was indeed quite an eve-
ning!! 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please be on the hunt for any pictures you have of Isabella 
activities.  We hope to use them at the November meeting to 
update our albums.  Reminiscing is encouraged. 
 

The West Side Catholic Center Giving Tree Program has 
asked for our help in donating new items for the 
needy.  Check the list in this Ragan Report and bring any un-
wrapped donations to the November 14th meeting or to the 
Christmas party in December. See the Flyer elsewhere in this 
issue for more details 

Continued on Page 26 
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Fashion Models Pam Christopher, Helen Lowe, Bobbie Bruder, LaVerne Sedivec, 
Fran Sikora, Beth Schindler, & Kathy Brown of Coldwater Creek above  

    Fran Sikora Below                                 Judy Harkelroad below 



26 

Isabella News Continued  .Reminders 
 Cooks for November 3rd :  

cabbage and noodles-Betty Rieck;  

bakers-LaVerne Sedivec and Rita Michelich 

 Cooks for December 1st:   
cabbage and noodles- Marilyn Misencik;  

bakers- Fran Sikora and Sandy Marsh 

 Save the date:   
December 16th is the date of the Isabella Christmas 
party.  Details will follow. 

 For your roster-  
Marge Sweeney’s new address is  

1919 Candlewood Dr., Avon, OH 44011 

 Don’t forget photos for November meeting! 
Happy Birthday 

Jennie Simon 10-Nov 
Alice DeChant 11-Nov 

Charlotte Whitfield 15-Nov 
Sylvia Schmitz 17-Nov 
Sandy Marsh 21-Nov 

Happy Anniversary 
Elaine and Ed Cook 8-Nov 

Bobbie and Jim Bruder 14-Nov 
Barb and Larry Meschke 18-Nov 

Tess and Chester Bialorucki 26-Nov 

Rest in PeaceRest in Peace  
Please pray for the repose of the souls of  Joan Booth, wife of 
Financial Secretary Bob Booth, who passed away on 10-20-06 

and for Betty Kepic who passed away on Thursday 10-19-
06.  Both ladies were very involved with the Father Ragan 

Council and Isabella’s Guild. We also learned of the passing of 
PGK Jim Black, a cornerstone of our council for many years, 

just prior to printing.  Our prayers and sympathy go out to all 
of their families and friends.  
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For those who take life too seriously:  
He who laughs last, thinks slowest.   

Inside every older person is a younger person wondering what happened. 
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