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Notes From Our  
Worthy Grand Knight 

Happy New Year 

The 2007 year is past.    And did it go fast.   At least for me.  Accepting the 
Grand Knight position for a third year seemed like it was years ago.  Obvi‐
ously my business travel has kept me flying on a high.  At least 9 states, 
multiple times and over 40,000 miles.  [ Editors Note: Bob’s wife, Chris, needs travel 
brochures to pick out a great vacation to go on using Bob’s Frequent Flyer Miles. Send her any 

ideas for vacation destinations you might have]  Get home, unpack, go to a meeting, 
pack and go.  The travel is fun, if you like to eat alone, sleep in strange cit‐
ies, and fly.  Interspersed in all of that traveling, I have had the pleasure to 
drive to South Carolina and Virginia twice.  These were on my days off.   

My son Rob graduated from the Marine boot camp and is now stationed 
at Quantico Virginia.  He has made one of the 12 Marine bands.  They are 
excited to have him as a piano player and so far he is excited to be part of 
the multiple bands.   

As I do have some down time in the airports, I can contemplate how my 
life has changed over the past 11 years.  I pick 11 years since it is the 
length of time since I took my first degree.  Time well spent.  I can remem‐
ber how the council has changed & grown. , the fund raisers planned and 
executed,  and the friends that you can make if you make the attempt.   

And I now am thinking about two challenges that face Father Ragan.  Two 
only, you say?  Two major ones in my mind.  Obviously there are numer‐
ous opportunities that we, as Brother Knights, face on a day to day, month 
to month, and year to year basis.  But there are two that we need to face 
now. 

First and foremost is new members.  We have a goal of 19 new mem‐
bers.  To date we have 1.  So the officers have elected to have 3 Quarterly 
Communion Masses, 2 degrees, and other items to get the word out.  It’s 
not a bad thing to belong to the K of C.  If fact it is a great thing.  But I’m 
preaching to the choir.   
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You already belong.  We are asking for each Brother Knight to bring in one 
member.  Ask someone.  I bet that everyone that reads this knows of a fel‐
low Catholic that is not a Knight.  Tell them about the great things we do, 
both nationally and locally.   

You don’t have to be at every meeting.  You don’t have to attend every 
function.  But the good that we do needs to be shared with more peo‐
ple.  Give me their names.  I will make the pitch.  Scott Gedeon will make 
the pitch.  The K of C is a great organization. 

Secondly, we need to look at officers for the Council.  Our election is in 
June.  That’s only 6 months away.  There are several openings avail‐
able.  Most of the current officers will be moving up.  That’s the only way 
for our Council to keep active.  I know that we have some members that 
have never held office that could very easily take a position.  Obviously, the 
officer’s duties take more time.  But, trust me, it is time well spent.  Think 
about it and talk to me at the next meeting. 

As a fund raiser, we have the opportunity to host the Marine Band in a con‐
cert in May. ( I happen to know someone in the band!)  The band will be in 
Cleveland doing a concert with the local Police bands, which I believe is on 
May 17th.  We could have them stay overnight and play a local concert on 
May 18th.  We are looking into one of the local high schools auditoriums and 
opening it to the public. The band is great and plays all sorts of music.  Stay 
tuned as the details firm up. Mark the date on your calendar and reserve 
some time for the opportunity to experience this level of musicians as they 
make a special effort to perform locally. 

Already I’m thinking about May 
and June.   

Wanna bet that 2008 goes fast? 

 

Vivat Jesus. 

 

GK Bob  
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Wanted 
Clark Kent 
Mild Mannered Reporter for a 

great metropolitan newspaper 

• Faster than a speeding turtle 

• MORE POWERFUL THAN A LOCO rabbit 
• Able  to eat  tall Sundaes In a single bite 

Have you seen this desperado? 
If you have, consider yourself fortunate! 

For he is truly a Super Man !!! 
Answer Next Month 
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Special Meeting 
No it’s not coming up this month.  

You already missed it. If you don’t come to 
meetings regularly you miss a lot of things. 

 

At our social meeting in December, when GK Bob Schneider was un-
able to attend due to employment obligations. DGK Scott Gedeon did 
a commendable job of initiating the meeting. However  when it was 
pointed out that a record number of Past Grand Knights was in atten-
dance, nine, (Bob Cobos, Vic Sedivec, Ken O’Connor, Harding Christ, Bill Mayton, Ted 
Schmitz, Jim Bruder, Joe Greiner, & Frank Eber) a motion was made, seconded 
and passed that the two most senior PGK’s take command. 
PGK Bill Mayton (The only negative vote on the above proposal) as-
sumed the GK position and PGK Frank Eber took over as the DGK.  
Based on their admirable performances, I believe that the slate of offi-
cers referred to by GK Schneider on Pg 3, might have its first two 
slots filled. 

 
“Acting” Grand 

Knight Bill 
Mayton 

 
 

“Acting” Deputy 
Grand Knight 

Frank Eber 

Pennies For 
Heaven 

YTD Total $ 420.32 
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11/20/07 
 

This year was the 25th anniversary of the Viet Nam Veterans Me-
morial wall in Washington DC. The wall is the most visited memorial 
in Washington, with more than 4,000,000 visitors each year. It has 
been often called the "healing wall" as it helps reconcile those vet-
erans who have never mentally or spiritually returned home. On 
that wall are some 58,400 + names of young men & women who 
gave their all for what their country asked. Veterans of recent con-
flicts are now coming to the wall and finding the peace, which has 
eluded them since their return. In addition I have been told that the 
wall contains the names of seven Chaplin's, 1 Jewish, 2 Protes-
tants and 4 Catholics. My wife Judi and I had the privilege to read 
some of the names of the inscribed on the wall during the 3-day 
ceremonies. This has been done only 3 other times in the wall's his-
tory. Possibly as a member of the Lt McManus Assy of the 4th De-
gree and a member the Fr Ragan Council you may be able to use 
this for one of your assembly/council activities.. 
Bill Roman  
broman43 @earthlink.net 
 

PS Just in 
case you are 
not familiar 
with me, I 
have been a 
member of 
the Fr Ragan 
Council for 
about 25 
years (came 
in with Vic 
Sedevic) He 
told me to 
send this to 
you as you 
may be able 
to use it in 
one of your 
state pro-
grams. If not 
just toss. 
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For the 27th year in a row the Knights of Columbus have sponsored the Avon Lake High 
School Wrestling Tournament. Teams from twelve schools: Avon Lake, Avon, Amherst, 
Lakewood, Padua, Normandy, Oberlin, Willoughby South, Holy Name, North Ridgeville, 
Kenston, & Vermilion participated in this two day event. Led by some very competitive 
matches, folks were treated to nearly non-stop action on five mats. Unlike watching a 
football game seeing these young athletes compete up close, one on one, with all the 
emotion that comes with it is priceless. Kenston won the tournament with Holy Name 
and Avon Lake filling out the top three. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

With 156  competitors, their coaches, families ,and friends an awful lot of people, some 
for the first time, got a good look at the involvement of the Knights in youth and com-
munity activities. No one knows when someone watching or competing will say “I like 
what the KofC does, I think I’ll join them to help out. Thanks goes out to the brothers 
Cobos, Mike & Bob. Others who were runners, towel boppers, scorekeepers, & timers 
included: Natalie Cobos Allison  Sadowski, Larry Guthrie, PDD Dale Kirsch, John Hri-
covec & Mike Moore, Bob Bakaitis, Jim Coyne, Mike Coyne, Craig & Maureen  Goodwin, 
Steve Harris, Craig Goodwin II, Special thanks to the Sir Knights of Lt. McManus As-
sembly who provided the Color Guard and Sir Knights in full regalia to lead the parade 
of Champions on Saturday evening. These included SK’s Jim Bruder, Harding Christ, 
Mike Moore, Bob Uszak, John Riba, Joe Lowe, John Hricovec, Red DiLuciano, Mike Gall, 
Tom Michelich, & Cy Bliss. 

The one problem we encountered was the amount of 
time it took for Bob Cobos to fetch the workers coffee. 
Unbeknownst to the referee we used the official clock 
to time him. Having sent him prior to this match, we 
didn’t get our java until there was only 1:10 left in the 
second period. Let’s put the Hubba-Hubba on it 
next time. 

KofC Wrestling Tournament 
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Rob Garrett 
Bob Uszak 
Joe Greiner 
Jim Jacobs 
Joe Christopher 
Pam Christopher 
Mike Cobos 
Donna Cobos 
Chris Schneider 
Bob Schneider 
Bob Booth 

Vince Gargaro 
Linda Gargaro 
Vince Gargaro Jr. 
Rich Novotny 
Harding Christ 
Pat Christ 
Jim Bruder 
Bobbie Bruder 
Ted Schmitz 
Frank Szendry 
Lori Yeager 

Paul Yeager 
Jack Yeager 
Paul Yeager 
Megan  Yeager 
Mike Yeager 
Natalie Cobos 
Alison Sadowski 
Vic Sedivec 
Mike Moore 
A.J. Gaughan 

What Does it Take to 
Feed 300 Seniors? 

You could ask the thirty two folks listed above. They were 
Santa’s little helpers at this years Senior Dinner held Sunday 
December 2nd at our hall. Tom’s Country Place prepared lots of 
turkey, gravy, stuffing, mashed potatoes, beets, corn, bread & 
butter, and a choice of chocolate or white cake. Coffee, tea, 
and pop were available to quench our thirst. Santa’s best gift 
however seemed to be the fruit of the vine. Mercifully no one 
counted the empties but we did not see anyone walking away un-
happily.  Following the dinner PGK Vince Gargaro distributed a 
large array of door prizes to finish off a wonderful afternoon 
of friendship. A special thanks goes out to PGK Gargaro and his 
family and all those who pitched in. Thanks also go out to the 
Seniors, many of whom provided the vision and hard work that 
started this tradition and showed us “young folks” how it is 
done 

Check out the photos 
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No These are not the turkeys 
mentioned in the previous article 

BILL BOMMER’S 
YEARS OF HARD WORK 
EARNED HIM A MEAL Mary Bliss working 

hard as usual. 
Where’s Cy? 
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You Better Watch Out, You Better Not Cry, 
You Better Not Pout, I’m Tellin’ You Why; 

Santa Claus is Coming to Fr Ragan. 
It was cold day, it 
was snowy, visibil-
ity was poor, driv-
ing was worse,  yet  
in excess of 100 
kids showed  up 
(Some were 10  
years old and 
younger, but the 
older ones were 
just as excited) for 
a chance to meet 
Santa and get some 
Pre-Christmas  pre-
sents and goodies. 
Even Santa re-
ported weather 
problems when Ru-
dolph’s Red Nose 
had technical diffi-

culties forcing 
Santa to be 
delayed about 
twenty min-
utes. There 
were no com-
plaints though 
and all was 
rosy and 
bright  when 
that familiar 
HO, HO, HO 
was heard 
coming down 
the hallway.  
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It Really Is Santa 



12 

  



13 

 



14 

  

$ 0.796 Million Dollars. 
No matter how you say it, that’s a boat load of money. 

I could “Almost” retire comfortably on that.  
What am I talking about???? 

That is the total money distributed for charitable purposes by the Fa-
ther Ragan Charitable Foundation since its inception in 1995.  

The primary benefactors of this money are the four primary parishes 
that comprise our council, this includes the church proper, the schools or 
in the case of Holy Spirit the PSR program, Scholarships, The Avon Lake 
High School KofC Wrestling Tournament and the annual Senior’s Dinner. 

Are you aware that as a member of Father Ragan Council you are, by de-
fault, a voting member of the Charitable Foundation? You are welcome to 
join in at the meetings and discussion of how funds are distributed. 

Meetings are held on the 2nd Thursday of the month and, if needed, on 
the 4th Thursday. Both start at 7:30 PM 

All of the support provided by the Foundation was the result of the hard 
work of dedicated volunteers using various fundraisers the most impor-
tant of which is bingo.  

In order to continue its charitable mission the Foundation must continue 
to increase the number of volunteers who help out at bingo (our largest 
contributor of funds) and increase hall rental income. 
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In furtherance of these goals, foundation officer’s are currently in 
negotiations to rent the hall weekly to an outside 501(c)3 group for 
bingo. In addition to the Foundation’s monetary mission, since Novem-
ber 2005 the Foundation has been responsible for the operation of 
the physical building and grounds (This task was formerly handled by 
the Columbian Club Inc).  

There are many needs and improvements currently on the table to re-
pair and improve the hall and the experience of its users. The largest 
goals are: 

• To replace the parking lot surface, eliminating the unsafe condi-
tions and improving drainage. 

• Replace the cracked and unsafe pavilion floor 

• To provide paved walkways to the pavilion from the parking lot and 
the northeast door of the main hall for handicapped accessibility 

• To modify the restrooms for access by the handicapped and users 
of the pavilion. 

• To replace antiquated kitchen equipment and to upgrade the elec-
trical supply to handle the increased amperage needed by modern 
catering operations. 

• Installation of several wall mounted flat screen TV’s to encourage 
and allow world series parties, super bowl parties, final four etc.  

To these ends, the Foundation is looking for an individual, not neces-
sarily a Brother Knight, to act as a Hall Rental Agent. This individual 
would operate from their home by answering inquiries regarding hall 
rentals. (A private cell phone would be provided). This individual  would 
arrange for and show the facilities to potential renters and to exe-
cute the required rental contracts. Following receipt of the required  
deposit the event would be recorded on the Internet based rental cal-
endar and the information and deposit forwarded to the appropriate 
officers for further processing. 

This is a compensated position. If you know of someone who could use 
a few extra dollars a month contact Foundation President Vic Sedivec 
at 440-748-9400 (home) 440-366-2442 (work) or by Email at     
zechman@alltel.net  
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Salvaging and collecting used stamps is a way to help the missions.  Thus, 
everyone can be counted as a missionary and still be sitting at home.  Im-
pressive fact. 
 
Stamps I have collected have been given to Sr. Ann McNulty.  She then 
sends them back to her Mother House in Indiana. They accumulate from 
many sources and then sell back into the philatelic market to a dealer who 
retails them or sells to other philatelic dealers.  There is a large secondary 
market for these used stamps.  What they pay, I have no idea.  But in this 
case, Sister Ann's convent does generate funds to be used for their many 
programs. 
 
I will accept stamps in all forms: complete envelopes and post cards from 
which I will cut the stamps and then shred the balance.  This insures that all 
names will be removed.  The paper will be recycled by placing into a yellow 
bin behind Holy Trinity's school.  Nothing is wasted.  I prefer this method - 
receiving the entire envelope.  However, I offer a second method. 
  
If someone wants to remove the stamps themselves, they should leave a 
minimum of one-half inch of paper around the stamp or stamps where 
possible.  Cut stamps, damaged perforations, torn stamps, etc., are useless 
and are discarded.  PLEASE DO NOT ATTEMPT TO PEAL STAMPS 
FROM AN ENVELOPE OR CARD.  This almost always results in a torn or 
thinned stamp rendering it not collectible. 
  
All stamps are needed: first class in any form (commemoratives, all 
flags denominated and non-denominated, and yes, all Christmas, Hanuk-
kah, Kwanzaa and EID); service inscribed stamps (non-profit, bulk rate, pre-
sorted first class, etc.); personal computer postage stamps (e.g.. 
Stamps.com); personalized postage stamps (Stamps.com, Endicia.com, 
Zazzle.com, etc.); air mail; USPS produced preprinted envelopes; and, all 
obsolete postage stamps (postage dues, revenues, etc.).  If it looks like a 
stamp, send it.  Of course, the above information applies to foreign stamps 
as well.  In other words, they will take the whole world! 

Who knew? It looks like trash to me too. 
Brother George Perz, our resident philatelist, assures me that 
your Used Postage Stamps are worth money for Charities. 
Here is the scoop— 
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Meters, preprinted endicias, and other similar items are  
 
not collected by the missions and I will only recycle these 
items.  However, if in doubt, send it!   
 
 
If the entire envelope is donated, these should be put into 
a dry plastic grocery bag,  If the stamps are cut from the 
envelopes, the stamps should be put into a larger enve-
lope or sealed baggie.   

 If the stamps are brought on the normal Thursday meeting nights, I will take 
them since I try to get there after bowling.  If I cannot be there, I will ask Jim 
Bruder, Vic Sedivec, or Cy Bliss to pick them up for me.  If they have to be 
stored (short term only), I would think that the office would be the logical 
place so no one discards "this junk."  I can hear it already:  "Get rid of this 
junk!"  
 (Note aside:  a piece of "junk" sold last week on e-bay for more than 
$1,000.  The stamp sold is a used copy of the $0.37 Snowy Egret produced 
in 2003 - two rate changes ago!  "Junk," my foot!  You can see why there is 
an aftermarket for this material.  I refuse to call it "junk."  This also proves 
that age has nothing to do with the value of anything.)   
  
Which brings me to another Note Aside:  I will offer my opinion to anyone 
who may have a stamp,  old cover, or collection that they own or has been 
handed down, but don't know what to do with it.  I am not an appraiser, nor 
will I attempt to do so.  But, I can offer an educated opinion.  I would not 
want someone to donate valuable stamps to this cause since neither the 
owner nor the mission will benefit from its value without the collection being 
properly identified as valuable.  Material like this would have to be viewed by 
appointment.  I would emphasize that older material not be reduced to small 
cut squares of paper.  If someone has any older 
material, they should call me first.  
I am sure this will generate more questions than 
the above outline covers.  But I am hear to an-
swer them.  But the most important step is to 
start saving.  If you want to become a philate-
list, that will definitely take more time.   I have 
been a collector for more than sixty years.  
George (Perz) (440) 937-6606 

NOTE—This stamp is       
useless and has no value 
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Fr. Ragan Council joined Knights 
of Columbus Councils through-
out the world in this years 
Light Up For Christ ceremony. 
Tuesday December 4th at ex-
actly 8:00 PM trees around the 
world were lit as Brother 

Knights joined in prayer and song remembering the reason for 
the season. Our chaplain Fr. Leo De Chant officiated at our cere-
mony. Follow a reading from Scripture Fr. Leo kept the attention 
of members and guests by recalling his experiences as a priest, 
often laced with humor. 
Following the official lighting 
General Intercessions were 
presented to close the pro-
gram. Brother Knights and 
guests were treated to des-
serts afterward. Mark your 
calendar for the first Tuesday 
in December next year and join 
us for next year’s program.  
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Christmas—The Isabella Way 
The day started out looking dreary with nary a snow flake in sight. 
The Isabella Christmas Party Theme of “Winter Wonderland” looked 
like wishful thinking. However, just like they planned it, snow began 
falling about 3:00 PM to give a more Christmassy look to the festivi-
ties. Also, as if on cue, it stopped after everyone had arrived to allow 
the revelers to head home without a problem. 

While the Winter Wonderland was outside, over 110 folks gathered in-
side for a great evening of libation, food, (Appetizers by the Ladies 
with the (Roast Beast” (See Dr Seuss)  and City Chicken were pro-
vided by Tom’s Country Place.) Master Carver Jake Jacobs made sure 
no one went home hungry.   

The multi-talented John Kowalski provided seasonal back ground mu-
sic for dining and a wide variety of music later as the dancers worked 
off the extra calories the tasty meal provided.  

Missing (Temporarily we hope) were the Isabella Players. In their 
place was a hysterically funny, group participation, marginally musi-
cal, public display of what some called singing. Party goers, led by Red 
& Simmie Di Luciano and George and Phyllis Perz were “encouraged” 
to join their voices in song. Door prizes were an added bonus for the 
lucky ones.  

The Ladies also presented Fr. Ragan Council with a check for 
$1000.00 in furtherance of their stated goals. 

For all that they do, for their families, for their members, for the com-
munity, and for our council —  

 

 
Thank You 

More Photos 
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Thanks Santa 
You Wont Regret 
Preplanning Your  
Funeral With Us 

Mr. 50/50 
Joe Lowe 

Jim & Sandy Just 
Heard That Santa 
Will Bring Them The 
Toys They Wanted 

Yes Rose I “Have” 
Been Good 

More  of the Happy Revelers 

They sell fast drying deodorant guys 
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Put The  
Tree Here Let’s Put  

It Here 

How About 
Way Up There 

I Haven’t Worked  
That Hard in Years 

Choirmaster Bill Mayton 

s 

1 2 3 

4 
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Lt. Francis J. Mc Manus Assembly 
Fourth Degree Turnouts and Notes 

January 27th 2008 Fr Ragan Quarterly Communion 
8:00 AM Mass St Joseph Avon Lake 

Br. Thomas G. Scott 1/1   Rev. Fr. Leo A. De Chant 1/20 

Br. Scott W. Gedeon 1/4   Rev. Mr. James R. Stewart 1/20 
Br. Mark A. Link 1/4   Br. Jimmy  Marsiglia 1/21 

Br. Ralph I. Gale 1/5   Br. Thomas P. Dunegan 1/22 

Br. Nathan John  La Rosa 1/6   Br. Stephen F. Schlachter 1/22 

Br. Michael  Liptak 1/7   Br. Joseph J. Pesarchick 1/23 

Br. James P. Motylewski 1/11   Br. Frank  Szendrey 1/23 
Br. Anthony J. Batkiewicz 1/12   Br. Jason E. Cook 1/25 

Br. Jeffrey J. Harmon 1/12   Br. Charles F. Smith 1/25 
Br. Gregory C. Donnelly 1/13   PGK Thomas M. Czarney 1/27 

Br. Paul A. Czarney 1/16   Br. William A. Kearney 1/28 
Br. Mario M. Danese 1/16   Br. Paul M. Szendrey 1/28 

PGK Raymond C. De Chant 1/19   Br. Leonard E. De Chant 1/29 

PGK Harding J. Christ 1/20   Br. George R. Leonard 1/31 
`Br. Kreig & Darlene Brusnahan 1/9 

Br. Leon & Barbara Jean Krulik 1/18 

PGK Victor & LaVerne Sedivec 1/31 

Hazel Kaspar 1/4 
Charlotte Whitfield 1/6 
Kathleen Sommers 1/10 

Helen Lowe 1/11 
Rita Merk 1/21 
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Mark Your Calendar 
Free Throw Competition   

1-20-08 St Joseph Avon Lake Gym-5:30 PM-Help is needed; Duration an 
hour maximum 

Free throw District Finals 2-24-08 at Avon Lake High School 
 

Fr. Ragan Annual Awards Night 
 April 12, 2008 6:00 PM Appetizers & Goodies  7:00 PM Program 

Starts 
 

Degrees 
• Each brother is encouraged to invite a friend, neighbor, or other qualified Catho-

lic man to make either the January or February First Degree 
• If YOU have not yet made your second or third degree, please consider doing so 

at the upcoming degrees at our council 
1st Degree January 24, 2008  Note Special Time 

Candidates 7:00 PM –Degree 7:30 PM 
1st & 2nd Degree February 3, 2008  

Note Special Time (To get you home for the Super Bowl) Candi-
dates 1:30 PM—Degree 2:00 PM 

3rd Degree February 17th 2008 1:30PM—2:00PM 
 

OUR ORDER CAN ONLY BE SUSTAINED 
THROUGH OUR ONGOING MEMBERSHIP EFORTS 

 
Quarterly Communions 

1-27-08 St Joseph Avon lake 8:00 AM Mass 
Coffee & Doughnuts to Follow 

3-30-07 Holy Trinity Avon 9:00 AM Mass 
Money Normally used for Coffee &  
Doughnuts will be donated to the  

Lorain Hunger Bank 
5-25-08 St Mary’s Avon 8:00 AM Mass 

The United States Marine Band  is coming to Cleveland May 18th 
for a concert. They perform a variety of types and styles of music 
and are the best of the best musicians and performers. Plans are un-
derway for them to perform a special fund raiser concert for our 
Council on Sunday May 19th in the Avon/Avon Lake Area. More de-
tails to follow. 
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