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Grand Knight Report... 
Brother Knights, 
 
I have a few random ramblings and 
observations for this month’s Grand 
Knight Report.  
 
I remember when I was young going 
to a hockey game at the Richfield 
Coliseum. My dad had taken our fam-
ily to the game because it was puck 
night - everyone attending received a 
hockey puck with the team name and 
logo on it - the Cleveland Crusaders. 
 A few years earlier he had taken us 
to a game at the old Cleveland Arena 
when they were giving out hockey 
pucks as well - that was for the Cleve-
land Barons. You may have noticed 
my dad would take us to games, but 

always tried to get a little bit more for 
his money than just a ticket. He was 
always trying to get the most for his 
money. He also gave as much as he 
could too though, especially at our 
parish. Not necessarily in money, but 
in time to help support the parish. He 
was an usher at one of the masses, 
helped at the church festivals, worked 
bingo and was on the church coun-
cil.  
 
All of the above got me thinking 
about the work we do as Knights. We 
are Catholic Knights. Looking back 
in history the most notable Catholic 
Knights were the Crusaders. Looking 
in the dictionary, Crusader is defined 
as: 1.a person who participated in any 

of the military expeditions undertak-
en by Christian powers in the 11th, 
12th, and 13th centuries to win the 
Holy Land from the Muslims. 2. a 
person who makes an impassioned 
and sustained effort to bring about 
social or political change. 
 
We help our parishes as much as we 
can as Knights. In many ways the 
work we do is that of Crusaders. 
When we went to the Cleveland 
Right to Life March and the National 
March for Life bus trip to Washing-
ton DC - we worked as Crusaders. 
The bus we took to the National 
March was on Barons Bus Lines - 
they have the same logo as the old 
Cleveland hockey team, so my child-
hood memory helped me to find our 
bus. 
 
One of our Brother Knights is a true 
Crusader. He was with us praying to 
save the lives of the unborn at the 
Cleveland Right to Life March. His 
other personal crusade is to protect 
the lives of our children riding buses 
to schools. He recently made another 
impassioned plea - this time to the 
Wellington School Board, urging 

them to put seat belts on one school 
bus. Please join me in thanking Rudy 
Breglia for his tireless efforts to pro-
tect our children, born and unborn. 
 
Recap of my ramblings: 
 
Bingo is still a factor in my life - that’s 
what keeps our Hall going.  
 
I joined and got active with the 
Knights to help my parish and other 
parishes in the area. 
 
I go on Crusades taking Barons Bus 
Lines. 
 
We can all be Crusaders, if we want 
to be, just like Brother Rudy. 
 
Sometimes we don’t recognize how 
God is here with us, guiding us in the 
present with reflections from our 
past. 
 
We have a lot of events over the next 
two months - I hope to see each of 
you at one of them.   
 

Vivat Jesus 
GK Greg Palichleb  





Knights of Columbus unveil new initiation 
ceremony that will be open to public  

After 142 years, the Knights of Columbus is pulling down a veil of secrecy 
that has surrounded its initiation ceremonies in an effort to better showcase 
the order’s core principles and its drive to help Catholic men become disciples. 
  
Since its founding, the initiation ceremonies for the first three degrees of 
Knights membership –which are focused on the principles of charity, unity 
and fraternity – have been separate and open to members only. The fourth 
degree, dedicated to the principal of patriotism, was added later and is also se-
cret. 
  
But beginning in 2020, the Knights have adopted a new ceremony, called the 
Exemplification of Charity, Unity and Fraternity, combining the initiation for 
their first three degrees into a single ceremony that will be open to family, 
friends and fellow parishioners. 
  
“There is nothing we do that is secret or needs to be secret,” Supreme Knight 
Carl Anderson said. “We decided this is a way to let other parishioners know, 
family members know, what the Knights of Columbus is all about. And we 
think that’s a good thing.” 
  
“Secrecy has to be understood in the context of the 19th  century,” Anderson 
said. “There was incredible bigotry against Catholics,” with the anti-Catholic 
Know Nothings in control politically in New England at the time, and later 
the Ku Klux Klan became a powerful political force across the country, he 
said. “There was some appeal to secrecy.” 
  
With a new, single ceremony that takes about 30 minutes, more councils will 
be able to have their own ceremonial team and have more degrees more often, 
Anderson said. “We think making it easier to join with more degrees in more 
places will help us move forward.” 
  
Condensing the ceremony should give it a heavier impact, Anderson said. 
“Sometimes less is more in the sense that sometimes the shorter, more com-
pact, more forceful statement is easier to remember than a more lengthy cere-
mony.” 
  
By opening the ceremony to the public, “families and friends can see what 
we’re all about and hopefully decide I or my brother or my husband should 
join,” Anderson said. 

CPR and AED Presentation 
As part of our ongoing Well-
ness and Emergency Prepared-
ness Program, the Council had 
a presentation January 16th on 
CPR and AED from the Fire-
fighter Gene Legeza of the 
Avon, Ohio Fire Department. 
The presentation included the 
use of AEDs for treating pa-
tients with Sudden Cardiac Arrest (SCA) that have ventricular fibrillation 
(ineffective heart beats) or ventricular tachycardia (fast heart beat). This porta-
ble electronic device automatically diagnoses life-threatening cardiac arrhyth-
mias and instruct users about the appropriate treatment including CPR and the 
application of electrical therapy (shocks with electrical paddles) to stop the ar-
rhythmias and re-establish normal cardiac rhythm. The device has easily fol-
lowed audio and visual “treatment” commands. An emphasis was placed on 
the speed of the treatment needed to insure a patient’s survival. Each minute 
of treatment delay after the heart stops (asystole) produces a 10% decrease in 
survival. AEDs could be placed in the Council Hall for cardiac emergencies 
and are simple enough for a layperson to operate and save a life. The presenta-
tion also included a demonstration of CPR and operation of the AED. 
 
Firefighter Gene Legeza is am EMT, paramedic and has worked as a firefight-
er since 2006. Gene is a veteran of the United States Coast from 2002-8. He 
served Operation Iraqi Freedom while stationed in Kuwait. 
 
Thanks to all who attended.  

Ragan Report—Mail copies 
For those members who do not have access to a computer/email and are in-
terested in receiving the Ragan Report via U.S. Mail, please contact George 
Perz (440) 937-6606 or the Ragan Report at frragan@gmail.com 



Scholarship Applications 
 The Father Ragan Charitable Foundation will be awarding scholarships to 
deserving high school and college students for the 2020-2021 academic years.  An 
applicant does not need to be related to a Knight of Columbus.  In order to apply for 
the scholarship, you must be sponsored by a current Father Ragan third degree  coun-
cil member whose dues are current or the widow of a deceased third degree Brother 
Knight.  The amount of work and accomplishment each sponsor has donated to the 
Council or Foundation will be taken into consideration when selecting an applicant 
for a scholarship award.   
 The number of scholarships an individual can receive is two.  One scholar-
ship can be awarded to  any applicant who is attending a Catholic based high school.  
Applicants will not be able to receive another scholarship until they graduate from 
high school and attend an institution of higher learning.  Once again the individual 
will only be able to receive one scholarship.  With the number of third degree Brother 
Knights who have children, grandchildren, or other students they sponsor, it is only 
fair that the same person does not receive a scholarship every year.  The spouse of a 
deceased third degree Brother Knight and current third degree members of the Fa-
ther Ragan Council will be able to sponsor only one applicant every three years.  A 
third degree knight cannot sponsor a child or grandchild from his family if he is on 
the scholarship selection committee. 
 To obtain an application you can 1) email PGK Fred Metz at  
      fredmetz23@yahoo.com     and an application will be emailed to you, or 2) you 
can write a letter to PGK Fred Metz, 3979 Woodland Drive, Vermilion, Ohio 44089 
with a self-addressed stamped envelope enclosed and an application will be sent to 
you. 
 All applications must be returned by regular mail to PGK Fred Metz – ad-
dress in previous paragraph – by April 9, 2020.   All applications received after April 
9, 2020, will not be considered.  If the application is not fully completed it will be dis-
carded.  Recipients of a scholarship will be notified after the scholarship committee 
has reviewed all  submissions. The scholarships will be awarded on Thursday, May 21, 
2020, at the start of the Ragan Council social meeting that begins at 7:30pm.  Attend-
ance at the scholarship presentation would be appreciated.  All applicants will be 
asked to show some form of documentation to prove attendance or proof of attend-
ance to the school indicated on the application prior to the award ceremony on May 
21. 
  The amount of money raised this past year for scholarships will be deter-
mined by the scholarship committee.  It is possible that not all applicants  will receive 
a scholarship.  This year the number of scholarships being awarded will be decided by 
the scholarship committee.  While there could be many applicants, the scholarship 
committee has unanimously decided that a review of all applications will be done to 
determine the recipients of this year’s scholarships.   
 
If you have any questions about the application please contact PGK Fred Metz at 
(440) 963-0747 or send an email to him. 





CALENDAR 

Thur, Feb 6 Business Meeting (7:30PM, Ragan Hall) 

Sat, Feb 15 Wine Tasting (6-10PM, Ragan Hall) 

Thur, Feb 20 Social Meeting (7:30PM, Ragan Hall) 

 

http://www.frragan.com 
 
 

http://www.facebook.com/Fr.Ragan3269 
 
 
 

frragan@gmail.com 
E-mail requests to add your address to the Fr Ragan 
distribution list 

All Knights are invited to attend an inter-parish men’s group which meets on 
each First Friday for socializing, luncheon, a talk by a priest, and concludes with the 

Celebration of the Eucharist.  Below are the details for future luncheons. 
 
Upcoming luncheons: 
 
DATE:  February 7, 2020 
SPEAKER:  Rev. Fr. Thomas Wearsch 
CURRENT LOCATION AND RESPONSIBILITIES: Pastor, St. Joseph Parish, 
Avon Lake 
TOPIC:   “Praying Better” 
 
DATE:  March 6, 2020 
SPEAKER:  Rev. Fr. Donald Dunbson 
CURRENT LOCATION AND RESPONSIBILITIES: Assistant, St. Angela Meri-
ci 
TOPIC: “tbd” 
 
LOCATION:  St. Clarence Church, 30106 Lorain Road, North Olmsted 
 
COST:  $10.00 
 
TIME:  Registration/socializing begins at 11:15 AM; the Luncheon at 12:05 PM; 
talk at 12:35 PM; and our day concludes with Mass. 
 
TO MAKE RESERVATIONS:  For the February luncheon, call me by February 
4th at (440) 937-6606.  For the March luncheon, call me by March 3rd.  
 
 
  Also, we have found another source for the religious articles.  This organization 
will distribute all usable items here in the Cleveland Diocese.  Again, please save 
these items and bring them to the luncheon.  Used postage stamps are always need-
ed. 
 
George W. Perz 
Secretary-Treasurer, TGIFF-West 

THANK GOD IT’S FIRST 

FRIDAY – WEST 
Through the Gifts from God, we provide food for the body, food for the mind, 

and food for the soul. 

Next Date:  February 10, 2020    7:00pm 
 
Theology on the Rocks West is a monthly 
discussion series designed to bring together 
adults, over the age of 40, in a casual at-
mosphere to explore their faith. 
 
Relationships are challenging for us all and 
when you add the complications of 

 marriage, remarriage, and everything in-between;  it can be downright over-
whelming.  Bill Boomer is back with his wife, Leslie to talk about navigating it 
all and how they, and you, can find support in the Church. 
  
Join us for Bill Boomer, Director of the Marriage and Family office in the Di-
ocese of Cleveland, and Leslie for this great discussion. 
 
Join us for Theology on the Rocks West at VOSH, 1414 Riverside Drive, 
Lakewood, Ohio.   Space is limited! Register:                
                   https://theologyontherocks.wixsite.com/west 
Cost is $12 cash at the door - includes appetizers. Cash bar.  


