
Non-Profit 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Elyria, Ohio 

Permit No. 374 

Return  

Service 

Requested 

Official Publication of  Father Ragan Council No. 3269  

Available Online  
www.frragan.com/members.html 

1783 Moore Rd  (Box 224) Avon, OH 44011-0224    (440) 934-4253  

Vol. 70, No 6 June 2020 

Grand Knight Report... 
Greetings Brother Knights, 
 
This is my final Grand Knight Re-
port. I would like to thank all of you 
for the opportunity to serve as Grand 
Knight for our Council this past Fra-
ternal Year. We have accomplished 
much and I would like to thank all of 
you for your contributions in making 
our programs successful. I would like 
to thank those who year in and year 
out give of their time and talents to 
our Council, as well as those who 
have stepped up and become active. I 
feel we are heading in the right direc-
tion when we have fewer Silent 
Knights. I don’t want to try to name 
everyone who has contributed this 
past year in fear that I will uninten-

tionally miss someone and I don’t 
want to slight anyone. 
 
This past year has brought me to tak-
ing my next step with the Knights of 
Columbus. I will be joining the 
Fourth Degree in a Virtual Exemplifi-
cation on June 13, 2020. It is the Pat-
riotism Degree, which caused me to 
reflect on my years with the Knights 
and our Degrees of Charity, Unity, 
Fraternity, Patriotism.  As is men-
tioned on the Supreme Council’s 
website, our Degrees are 
(abbreviated): 
Charity - Our Catholic Faith teaches 
us to “Love thy neighbor as thyself.” 
Unity - None of us is as good as all of 
us.  

Fraternity - Venerable (soon to be 
Blessed) Michael J. McGivney found-
ed the Knights of Columbus, in large 
part, to provide assistance to the wid-
ows and children left behind when 
the family breadwinner died - often 
prematurely.  
Patriotism - We are proud of our de-
votion to God and country, and be-
lieve in standing up for both.   
 
I believe we exemplify these princi-
ples by our actions. I live these by my 
advocacy of Pro-Life and my dedica-
tion to freedom. We have all heard 
the Pro-Choice (Pro-Death) dogma: 
- My body, my choice.  
- It is my Constitutional Right.  
- It is an inconvenient time for this.  
- My choice doesn’t affect anyone but 
me.  
- It is healthcare.  
- Science is on my side or inconclu-
sive. 
 
Personally, I believe all life 
is sacred.  
 
I am Pro-Life. In 1979 
Pope John Paul II ad-
dressed America and started the Pro-
Life culture/generation here, just six 
years after abortions became legal and 
five years after the first March for 
Life. I didn’t realize it at the time, but 
I became part of that first Pro-Life 
generation.  
 
My concern is I have heard and read 
these same arguments being used by 
those opposed to wearing a mask. I 
personally don’t like wearing them. I 

know by wearing them it is an act of 
love for others. So I wear one. It is a 
small cross and a small frustration I 
easily offer to Jesus. Every day when 
I bring out my rosary I am reminded 
of the cross Jesus carried for us, and 
He was without sin, yet He was will-
ing to die for us. Wearing a mask is 
so minute in comparison. I also real-
ize that I am supporting life, life for 
another and the most vulnerable. The 
mask I wear is like the Knights of 
Columbus crest. It represents Charity, 
Unity, Fraternity, Patriotism. I wear it 
to protect others, not myself. Wear-
ing one for a few minutes or hours at 
a time is nothing compared to what a 
woman does - carrying a child for 
nine months, raising the child for an-
other eighteen years or choosing to 
give the child up for adoption.  
 
Here are some additional reasons I 
wear a mask: 

 
In John 15 it says 
“Greater love has no one 
than this: to lay down 
one’s life for one’s 
friends.” I believe I am 

such a person. I thought to myself if I 
would lay down my life for another, 
can’t I endure the mild discomfort of 
wearing a mask? 
 
In John 21, at the end of John’s Gos-
pel, Jesus tells Peter to feed my 
sheep. Sometimes in order to be a 
good shepherd you need to be a 
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Grand Knight Report cont. 
sheep. The Lord is my Shepherd. When I think of this, being a sheep isn’t 
such a bad thing. 
 
As you may have noticed, one of my favorite historical people from my life-
time is St. John Paul. I identify with him because, obviously, he is Catholic 
and he is Polish. While I am an American first, I am very proud of my Polish 
heritage. I witnessed him take down the Soviet Union without having fired a 
single shot. I read about him blessing and forgiving the assassin who tried to 
kill him. He is a true role model - not some sports figure or movie star who is 
too often admired because of some talent or beauty. 
 
Pope John Paul II made an observation on one of his visits to the United 
States. He noticed Americans put a great emphasis on freedom. He was accu-
rate in his observation. What he said gave me pause for reflection - “Freedom 
consists not in doing what we like, but in having the right to do what we 
ought.” 
 
With the changes in our lives from the Coronavirus and the riots of this past 
week, it leaves us with an uncertain future. I leave you with the words I quot-
ed in my first Grand Knight report: 
 
Be not afraid. 
 

Vivat Jesus 
GK Greg Palichleb  

Knights of Columbus offer a 
helping hand 

During the current Covid 19 distress, the Knights of Columbus Father Ragan 
Council 3269 has instituted a helping hand with its “Leaving No Neighbor Be-
hind” program.  The program is in lieu of regularly scheduled monthly meet-
ings with the objective of supporting our neighbors in need. To date the fol-
lowing on-going programs have included: 
 

• Regularly scheduled blood drives in conjunction with Vitalant, collecting 
39 pints of blood 

• Over 60 bags of buns and assorted breads to We Care We Share food cen-
ters in Lorain 

• First Saturday of each month a collection of non-perishable foods will be 
held from 9AM to Noon at Fr. Ragan Hall or St. Joseph Church in Avon 
Lake. The first Saturday in May event collected 130 lbs. of non perishable 
foods for St. Peters Church in Lorain and Our Lady of Mt. Carmel in 
Cleveland as well as contributions of $450 for CRS in Avon Lake and Sec-
ond Harvest Food Bank in Lorain. 

• 640 gallons of milk from Borden Dairy was donated to Catholic Charities 
for St. Elizabeth Center and Lakeview Plaza for the We Care We Share 
Ministries in Lorain that serves several hundred meals per day. 

 
The non-perishable food drives will be regularly held the first Saturday of each 
month from 9AM to Noon at Fr. Ragan Hall in Avon and St .Joseph Church 
in Avon Lake. Social distancing will be in place with no entry in buildings or 
leaving vehicles to drop off food.  Monetary donations can either be dropped 
off or mailed to: Fr. Ragan Council 3269, 1783 Moore Rd. Avon, OH 44012. 
 
A special thanks to all the brother Knights and volunteers who have made 
these events possible.  For those wishing to donate a Helping Hand whether a 
current Knight or a volunteer please contact Fred Smith at 440-933-7578. 





Father McGivney to be Beatified! 
{from www.fathermcgivney.org, 
6/4/2020}  ROME – The Vatican 
today (May 27) announced that Pope 
Francis approved the promulgation 
of a decree recognizing a miracle at-
tributed to the intercession of the 
founder of the Knights of Columbus, 
Venerable Father Michael J. 
McGivney, a Connecticut priest who 
served his flock during the pandemic 
of 1890, before himself becoming ill 
and dying of pneumonia. 
 
The pope’s action means that Father 
McGivney can be declared “Blessed,” 
the step just prior to sainthood. An additional miracle attributed to Father 
McGivney’s intercession will be required for his canonization as a saint. 
 
McGivney is best known for founding the Knights of Columbus in 1882. 
Nearly a century before the Second Vatican Council, his prescient vision em-
powered the laity to serve Church and neighbor in a new way. Today, the 
Knights of Columbus is one of the largest Catholic organizations in the world 
with 2 million members in North and Latin America, the Caribbean, Asia, and 
Europe. 
 
The miracle recognized as coming through Father McGivney’s intercession 
involved an unborn child in the United States who in 2015 was healed in utero 
of a life-threatening condition after prayers by his family to Father McGivney. 
A date will soon be set for the beatification Mass, which will take place in 
Connecticut. It will include the reading of an apostolic letter from the Holy 
Father and the bestowing of the title “Blessed” on Father McGivney. 
 
Earlier this year, in an address to the Knights of Columbus Board of Direc-
tors, Pope Francis said the organization has been faithful “to the vision of 
your founder, Venerable Michael McGivney, who was inspired by the princi-
ples of Christian charity and fraternity to assist those most in need.” 
 
“Father McGivney has inspired generations of Catholic men to roll up their 
sleeves and put their faith into action,” Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson 
said. “He was decades ahead of his time in giving the laity an important role 

within the Church. Today, his spirit continues to shape the extraordinary char-
itable work of Knights as they continue to serve those on the margins of soci-
ety as he served widows and orphans in the 1880s. Father McGivney also re-
mains an important role model for parish priests around the world and left us 
a transformative legacy of effective cooperation between the laity and clergy.  
Born of Irish immigrant parents in 1852 in Waterbury, Connecticut, Father 
McGivney was a central figure in the dramatic growth of the Church in the 
United States in the late 19th century. Ordained in Baltimore in 1877, he min-
istered to a heavily Irish-American and immigrant community in the then-
Diocese of Hartford. At a time of anti-Catholic sentiment, he worked tirelessly 
to keep his flock close to the faith in part by finding practical solutions to their 
many problems – spiritual and temporal alike. With a group of the leading 
Catholic men of New Haven, he founded the Knights of Columbus in 1882 at 
St. Mary’s Church to provide spiritual support for Catholic men and financial 
resources for families that had suffered the loss of their breadwinner. 
 
The fledgling group soon became a major force in the areas of evangelization, 
charity, racial integration, and the defense of religious freedom.  
 
Father McGivney spent his entire priesthood in parish ministry and died of 
pneumonia on August 14, 1890— two days after his 38th birthday – after fall-
ing ill amid a pandemic. Recent scientific evidence indicates that that pandem-
ic – like the current one – may have been caused by a coronavirus. 
 
Known by his contemporaries for his devotion to the faith and his embodi-
ment of the characteristics of the “Good Samaritan,” his cause for sainthood 
was opened in the Archdiocese of Hartford in 1997. St. John Paul II – who 
was pope at that time – lauded Father McGivney’s principles, stating in 2003, 
“In fidelity to the vision of Father McGivney, may you continue to seek new 
ways of being a leaven of the Gospel in the world and a spiritual force for the 
renewal of the Church in holiness, unity and truth.” 
 
In March 2008, he was declared a Venerable Servant of God by Pope Bene-
dict XVI, who during his visit to St. Patrick’s Cathedral cited the “remarkable 
accomplishment of that exemplary American priest, the Venerable Michael 
McGivney, whose vision and zeal led to the establishment of the Knights of 
Columbus.” 
 
Two recent books also tell the story of Father McGivney and his lega-
cy: Parish Priest (2006), his biography; and the The Knights of Columbus: An 
Illustrated History (2020). 



Novena for National Unity & An End 
to Racism 

Dear Brother Knight, 
Following the pain, outrage and violence resulting from the tragic death of Mr. 
George Floyd, I send this message in a spirit of reconciliation, asking you to join me 
beginning this Sunday — the Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity — in praying our 
Novena for National Unity & An End to Racism. 
 
We should take to heart the words of Pope Francis. No one should “tolerate or turn a 
blind eye to racism.” We must all “defend the sacredness of every human life.” And 
we must redouble our efforts to overcome the suffering and injustice which result 
from the sin of racism. As we celebrate the perfect unity of the Blessed Trinity, we 
call upon all Knights and people of goodwill to join in prayer. Let us remember that, 
as Pope Francis says, “nothing is gained by violence and so much is lost.” 
 
Our prayers are inspired by our legacy as Knights of Columbus — may we carry on in 
the same spirit of unity that has inspired the Order to welcome Catholic men of all 
backgrounds, regardless of race, from our very beginning. This is especially important 
as we move forward as “Knights of Columbus: Knights of Unity,” which was the 
theme of last year’s Supreme Convention.  
 
As the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. said, “Time is cluttered with the wreckage of 
broken communities which have surrendered to hatred and violence. For the salva-
tion of our nation and the salvation of mankind, we must follow another way.” 
 
We pray that we all can follow this other way and come to understand that injustice to 
a black person is injustice to all; that regardless of race or culture, all people, without 
exception, are made in the image and likeness of God, and are deserving of our re-
spect and love.  
 
Please join me in offering this prayer for national unity and an end to racism. May we 
pray for the strength to learn from the courageous example of Dr. King and from the 
leadership of our Holy Father, and continue to work to build a society that recognizes 
the dignity and brotherhood of all. 
 
As men of faith, let us together confidently turn to prayer during the nine days of this 
novena, beginning on Sunday, June 7, and concluding on Monday, June 15. 
 
May God, through the powerful intercession of Our Lady of Guadalupe, Mother of 
the Civilization of Love, hear our prayer. 
 
Fraternally, 
Carl A. Anderson 
Supreme Knight   



CALENDAR 

June 4 Virtual Business Meeting 

 
http://www.frragan.com 
 
 

http://www.facebook.com/Fr.Ragan3269 
 
 
 

frragan@gmail.com 
E-mail requests to add your address to the Fr Ragan 
distribution list 
 
For Hall Rentals : TheRaganHall@gmail.com  

Summer Sizzler—Date Changing 
The Summer Sizzler Reverse Raffle date has been changed  from August 8 to 
Saturday, September 19. More information and flyer will be available for the 
July Ragan Report. . This fundraiser is for the benefit of the Tuition Assistance 
Programs at Holy Trinity, St. Mary’s and St. Joseph’s schools. 

Super Cash Bonanza 
CALLING ON KNIGHTS: LAST CALL FOR SUPER CASH BONANZA 
TICKETS 
If you have any tickets in your possession please sell and return with payment 
No Later Than Wednesday June 10th. Proceeds support our local Charities 
programs. Should you not have tickets and you wish to make a donation to 
this fundraiser, please send your check to:  

 The Ragan Hall,   1783 Moore Rd,   Avon, Ohio 44011 
Make payable to K of C Council 3269. 

Scholarship Updates 
The Ragan Foundation of the Ragan Council 3269, Avon/Avon Lake Knights 
of Columbus, is proud to announce scholarship winners for the 2020-2021 
school year.  Students were able to apply for a Catholic based high school 
scholarship or a post high school scholarship. 
 
These students applied for and received a scholarship for a Catholic based 
high school:  Baylee Sciulli -Elyria Catholic,  Bridget Collins – Saint Joseph 
Academy,  Matthew Noar – Saint Edward High School,  and Charles H. 
Schaffner V – Saint Edward High School. 
 
The following students applied for and received a scholarship for a post high 
school education:  Kristof Nieschwitz – University of Toledo,  Liam Brian – 
University of Cincinnati,  Samuel Colston – The Ohio State University,  Alli-
son Morog – Xavier University,  and Lauren Fackelman – Kent State Universi-
ty. 
 
The Foundation would like to thank all students who applied for a scholarship 
and congratulate the students that were chosen to receive a scholarship. 


